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Welcome to All Saints’ Westboro  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixteenth Sunday of Pentecost 
Sunday, September 13th, 2026 

9:00 am—Sung Eucharist 

Wednesday (September 16th, 2026 - Chapel)  
10:30 am—Said Eucharist 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. John H. Chapman 
The Rev. Chung Yan Lam 

Children and Youth: Janet Currie-Kelk 
Music: Lauren Saindon 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN   Here In This Place New Light Is Streaming CP 465 

Here in this place new light is streaming; 
now is the darkness vanished away. 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings, 
brought here to you in the light of this day.  
Gather us in – the lost and forsaken; 
gather us in – the blind and the lame; 
call to us now, and we shall awaken; 
we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

We are the young – our lives are a mystery; 
we are the old – who yearn for your face.  
We have been sung throughout all of history, 
called to be light to the whole human race.  
Gather us in – the rich and the haughty; 
gather us in – the proud and the strong; 
give us a heart so meek and so lowly; 
give us the courage to enter the song. 

Here we will take the wine and the water 
here we will take the bread of new birth. 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 
call us anew to be salt for the earth.  
Give us to drink the wine of compassion; 
give us to eat the bread that is you; 
nourish us well, and teach us to fashion 
lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

Not in the dark of buildings confining,  
not in some heaven, light years away, 
but here in this place the new light is shining; 
now is the kingdom, now is the day. 
Gather us in and hold us forever; 
gather us in and make us your own; 
gather us in – all peoples together, 
fire of love in our flesh and our bone. 

Please Note: Photos are taken for parish communication. The 9:30 service is live-streamed, 
recorded, and posted on a public Facebook Page. Your images may be captured and used. 

Music books in pews: CP = Common Praise (blue) VU = Voices United (red) 
Music books at the entrance: MV = More Voices SNC = Sing a New Creation 
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Dear friends, we gather on the ancestral territory of the Anishnaabeg Algonquin, the 

traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we meet. 

May we walk gently together on this land, seeking renewed relationships 

based on honour, respect, and peace. 

CHILDREN'S TALK 
Children are invited to join Children's Church after the talk. 

Dear God, as we are starting another year in school and continuing work too, we 

ask your blessing especially on these children and young at heart who will put their 

tools and themselves to good use with a solid start.  

As they do the very important work of students and workers alike, bless them all 

with: eagerness to learn, that their world may grow large; respect for teachers and 

students, colleagues, and friends; relationships that are healthy, loyal, and brilliant 

in all sense; love for nature, committed to care, for all creation, human and creatures 

without hesitation; happiness, when learning is easy, and sticking-to-it-ness when it 

is hard; and faith in Jesus, as their best teacher by far.  

We ask that you would protect your own beloved. Watch over them and keep them 

safe as they get to school, work, and play, by whatever which way. Help them also 

to discover the different gifts that you have given each one to be used in creating, 

inventing, dazzling, and swirling.  

As they hear the many voices that buzz throughout their days, help them to listen 

most carefully for your quiet voice, the one that tells them they are always loved, no 

matter what and for all of their days. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

GATHERING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. And also with you. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

God of love, you brought your people out of slavery with a mighty hand. Deliver us 

from our captivity to self-interest and our indifference to the gifts of others, so that 

we may be ready to love as you have loved us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

A reading from the Book of Exodus (14:19-31). 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind 

them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind 

them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud 

was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other 

all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea 

back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters 

were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a 

wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into 

the sea after them, all of Pharaoh's horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the 

morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian 

army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so 

that they turned with difficulty. 

The Egyptians said, "Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them 

against Egypt." Then the Lord said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, 

so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 

drivers." So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea 

returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the 

Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot 

drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of 

them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters 

forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord saved Israel 

that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 

Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people 

feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 114 

Hallelujah!  When Israel came out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of 
strange speech, 
Judah became the sanctuary of the Lord and Israel the dominion of God.  

The sea beheld it and fled; Jordan turned and went back.  
The mountains skipped like rams, and the little hills like young sheep.  

What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? O Jordan, that you turned back?  
You mountains, that you skipped like rams? You little hills like young 
sheep?  

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of 
Jacob,  
who turned the hard rock into a pool of water and flint-stone into a flowing 
spring. 

A reading from the Letter from Paul to the Romans (14:1-12). 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling over 

opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 

Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must 

not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to 

pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or 

fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge 

one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be 

fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honour 

of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to 

God; while those who abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the 

Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, 

we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be 

Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgement on your brother or 

sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before 

the judgement seat of God. For it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee 

shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God." So then, each of us will 

be accountable to God. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL HYMN  A Strand in the Web of Life Let Me Be TLUS 2 
We honour The Season of Creation by reflecting on our connection with each other and the earth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL READING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew (18:21-35). 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Then Peter came and said to Jesus, "Lord, if another member of the church sins 

against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to 

him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. For this reason the 

kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with 

his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents 

was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, 

together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. 

So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 'Have patience with me, and I will 

pay you everything.' And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 

forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 
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fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he 

said, 'Pay what you owe.' 

Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and 

I will pay you.' But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would 

pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 

distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then 

his lord summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that 

debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 

slave, as I had mercy on you?' And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 

until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one 

of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart." 

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOMILY 

ANTHEM (SOLO)  On n’est pas nombreux TLUS 152 
From the TLUS hymnal: “This song reminds us that, while we might not be many gathered together 
in one place, we are one people: faithful, sincere, and joyful. Together, we sing, we pray, and we 
love in order to make peace with one another and the world.” 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us affirm our faith as we say together,  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Creator God, we stand before you filled with our worries and concerns, our griefs 

and sorrows, and holding onto to our grudges and hurts. As Jesus teaches us, help 
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us to forgive our brothers and sisters from our hearts. Open our hearts to your love 

and grace that we might be healed and show your love to others. God of great things, 

hear our prayer. 

Help us to be better stewards of the earth and her resources. We pray for those who 

are dealing with floods, fires, and other climate disasters. Give them hope and move 

us to help by raising our voices for climate justice and opening our wallets to help 

those in need. God of creation, 

hear our prayer. 

We give thanks for this welcome back Sunday and for the opportunity to worship 

with all members of our ASW community. May we work together to serve you and 

our neighbours and glorify your holy name. In our Anglican communion we pray for 

Shane our Primate, Christopher our National Indigenous Archbishop, Kathryn our 

Bishop, Bishop John and Rev. Chung Yan our clergy, and for Ven. Brian our soon-

to-be Incumbent priest. May they lead with courage and conviction. God of faith, 

hear our prayer. 

We lift up to you in prayer all who are suffering in mind, body or spirit. We pray for 

Emily S.; David C.; John P.; Earla C.; Tony F.; John B.; Joan F.; Sue W.; 

Tajudeen A.J.; Benia S., and Pam C.; and for those we name silently or aloud. We 

pray for those who have passed from this life to the next and for all who mourn their 

passing. This week we celebrate the lives of early leaders of the church; Saint 

Cyprian, 3rd century bishop and martyr, Saint Ninian 8th century bishop who brought 

Christ to parts of Scotland, and Theodore of Tarsus 7th century Archbishop of 

Canterbury and reformer. May their courageous lives of service be an inspiration to 

us to serve you better.  God of compassion, 

hear our prayer. 

During this busy month of September, we pray for students, parents, teachers and 

professors. Give them curious minds and discerning hearts and keep them safe from 

harm. God of glory, 

hear our prayer. 

God of our ancestors, hear the prayers of your people, draw us into your presence 

and comfort us that we may proclaim to all the earth the glory of your name. Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; welcoming 

sinners and inviting them to God’s table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 

forgiveness. 

Silence is kept. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours 

as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 

Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 

your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace while respecting individual preferences. 

OFFERTORY HYMN   When We Are Living SNC 118 

When we are living, we are in the Lord, 
and when we’re dying, we are in the Lord; 
for in our living and in our dying 
we belong to God, we belong to God. 

Each day allows us to decide for good, 
loving and serving as we know we should; 
in thankful giving, in hopeful living, 
we belong to God, we belong to God. 

Sometimes we sorrow, other times embrace, 
sometimes we question everything we face; 
yet in our yearning is deeper learning; 
we belong to God, we belong to God. 
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Till earth is over may we always know 
love never fails us: God has made it so. 
Hard times will prove us, never remove us; 
we belong to God, we belong to God.  

 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

Holy God, accept all we offer you this day. May we who are reconciled at this table 

bring wholeness to our broken world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the 

Lord. Amen. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right that we should praise you, gracious God, for you created all things.  

You formed us in your own image. When we turned away from you in sin, you did 

not cease to care for us, but opened a path of salvation for all people. You made a 

covenant with Israel, and through your servants Sarah and Abraham gave the 

promise of a blessing to all nations.  

Through Moses, you led your people from bondage into freedom; through the 

prophets you renewed your promise of salvation. Therefore, with them, and with all 

your saints who have served you in every age, we give thanks and raise our voices 

to proclaim the glory of your name. 
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SANCTUS   OL#81564 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Holy God, source of life and goodness, all creation rightly gives you praise. In the 

fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ, to share our human nature, to live 

and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God of all. He healed the sick and 

ate and drank with outcasts and sinners; he opened the eyes of the blind and 

proclaimed the good news of your kingdom to the poor and to those in need. In all 

things he fulfilled your gracious will. 

On the night he freely gave himself to death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 

me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 
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shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this 

for the remembrance of me.” 

Gracious God, his perfect sacrifice destroys the power of sin and death; by raising 

him to life you give us life for evermore. Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, and looking for his coming again 

in glory, we offer you, this bread and this cup. 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, that all who eat and drink at this 

table may be one body and one holy people, a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is 

yours, almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray [sing], 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

“I am the bread of life,” says the Lord. “Whoever comes to me will never be hungry; 

whoever believes in me will never thirst.”  

Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who trust in him!  

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Joining with those online, let us pray: I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament 

of your Body and Blood, I implore you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace and let me never be separated from you. May I live 

in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD   OL#81305 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Rice wafers are available. Receiving in one kind is receiving the fullness of God’s grace. The 
Common Cup is available for those who wish to receive it. Please Note: Intinction is not allowed. 
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COMMUNION HYMN   God the Sculptor of the Mountains OL#18534 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

O God, we give you thanks that you have set before us this feast, the body and 

blood of your Son. By your Spirit strengthen us to serve all in need and to give 

ourselves away as bread for the hungry, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and 

in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Blessing Song: 

May the Lord rejoice with you, may the Lord bless you, 

and make his face to shine upon you, the God of Heaven loves you. 
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SENDING HYMN   Could it be that God is singing TLUS 117 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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Join us for potluck refreshments in the Courtyard for fellowship after 9:30 am service. 

Readings for Next Sunday, September 20th, 2026 

Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6,37-45; Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Sharing in our liturgical ministry today at 9:00 am: 

Sidespeople: Sarah Levesque and Susan Stewart 

Readers: Lynda Dredge and Dawn Conway 

Intercessor: Catrina Tapley 

Liturgical Min: Gaétan Haché 

Euch. Mins: Chris Kirch and Elizabeth Harris 

Server: Sera 

Hospitality: Mike Norman and Michelle Beechinor 

  

Our Diocesan Prayer Cycle: 

• Our Diocesan Partner: International Anglican Women’s Network in Canada (IAWN 

Canada) 

Our Anglican (ACC), Lutheran (ELCIC), and Moravian (MOR), TOGETHER: 

• ACC The Most Rev. John Stephens, Metropolitan, and the clergy and

 people of the Ecclesiastical Province of British Columbia and Yukon 

• ELCIC The Assistant to the Bishop and staff of the British Columbia Synod   

• MOR Remembering September 16 – 1741 – at a synod (legislative

 assembly) in London, the delegates determined that no human being

 would be the head of the church; by Lot, Jesus Christ was named as

 “Chief Elder of the Unitas Fratrum.” Today, this day is celebrated by

 ordained servants renewing their ordination vows in a Cup of

 Covenant service. 

Credits: 
All Saints Anglican Church Westboro’s Church CCLI License Number is 11196799 and One License Number is A-728801. 

Readings from the New Revised Standard Updated Version of the Bible. Liturgical texts are from the Book of Alternative 

Services. Psalm reprinted from Inclusive Language Liturgical Psalter, General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada 

2024 edition. Communion Hymn Solo offered by Angela Burns-Crowley.  

Front cover: Graphic from Depositphotos. 
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Weekly News from All Saints’ Westboro 

September 14th – September 19th 

This Week 

Monday  12:00 pm to 1:30 pm Chapel Presence Chapel 

Tuesday  1:00 pm to 4:00 pm   Food Bank 

Wednesday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm  New-to-You Shop 

 10:30 am Eucharist  Chapel 

 12:00 pm to 1:30 pm Chapel Presence Chapel 

Thursday 12:00 pm to 1:30 pm Chapel Presence Chapel 

 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm Choir Practice Sanctuary  

 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm   Food Bank 

Friday 12:00 pm to 1:30 pm Chapel Presence Chapel 

Saturday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm   New-to-You Shop 

Upcoming Events 

TODAY!  

• September 13th (Welcome Back Sunday) Joint ASW service at 9:00 am— On this Sunday 

only, our 8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. services will be combined into one Parish Eucharist at 9:00 

a.m. Together we will celebrate the start of a new ministry season, and the return of our 

Sunday School, and the completion of the church renovations after the January flood. 
Following the service, everyone is invited to bring their specialities for a potluck refreshment, 

enjoy a special coffee hour and Faith Ministry Fair—a wonderful opportunity to reconnect with 

one another, learn about the many ministries in our parish, and discover ways to become 

involved in the life of our church. We look forward to welcoming everyone as we begin this 

exciting new season together! 

Come Sing with the Choir! All voices are welcome as we begin a new year of music 

ministry! Join our welcoming and lively choir anytime as we prepare music to enrich our 

worship. Our first rehearsal started on Thursday, September 10, from 12:30–2:00 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary. Missed last year's Sing a New Song Sundays? You're still welcome to give choir 

a try—join us any Sunday that works for you! Stay tuned for special musical events and other 

opportunities to make music throughout the year. To join the choir or learn more about 

singing, playing an instrument, or other musical opportunities, contact Lauren at 

music@allsaintswestboro.com. 

  

mailto:music@allsaintswestboro.com
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• September 20th (Sunday): 

• Commissioning of Servers — all servers (new and experienced) - training refresher, 

alb fitting and blessing during the service. 

• Living Faith Together — "Anglican Traditions" (Baptism and Eucharist) at 11:00 

am in the Chapel with The Reverend Jarrett Carty and Dr. Patricia Bays. Please 

connect with Janet Currie-Kelk for more information. 

The Women’s Breakfast gathering is on Monday, September 21st at Summerhays 

Restaurant, 1971 Baseline Road at 9:30 am: Join us for a good meal and lots of laughter.   All 

are welcome. Please contact:  familyrobertson1201@gmail.com 

October 3rd Fun with Watercolour at 10:00 am: Fun with Watercolour is a beginner's 

workshop to introduce the basic techniques of watercolour. This step-by-step process will 

allow participants to play with the materials and to create one take home finished painting. All 

materials will be supplied. Please come with a sense of adventure ready to have fun making 

marks on paper. This is a fundraiser for our church. Cost is $30 per person. Class size 

limited to 10 participants.  Pack a lunch for yourself and please register with the office. 

 
Historical Context of Ezekiel 47:9,12 

The context of this text is one of political, social, 

theological and national catastrophe. Jerusalem has 

been destroyed by the armies of Babylon. The 

Temple of Solomon has been razed to the ground. 

Many of the people of Israel have been taken into exile in Babylon, carried far from their 

homeland. By the rivers of Babylon they weep and lament (cf. Ps 137). The Book of Ezekiel 

is set during the Babylonian exile (Ezekiel 1:1), after the fall of Jerusalem at the beginning of 

the 6th century BCE. Ezekiel, a priest, is among those exiled and is commissioned by God 

as a prophet (Ezek 3; 33:1-9). 

His message initially centres on God's judgment against Israel's idolatry and injustice, 

interpreting the fall of Jerusalem and the destruction of the Temple as divine judgment carried 

out through the Babylonian armies (Ezek 7-10; 21). Yet Ezekiel’s message does not end in 

judgment: God has not abandoned his people. Ezekiel proclaims that God's sovereignty is 

not confined to the Temple, God remains present with the exiles, and restoration is promised. 

Significantly, the Temple is at the center of Ezekiel’s vision of renewal (Ezek 40-47). Although 

it had been profaned and destroyed, it is now transformed into a symbol of blessing, healing, 

and God’s presence through the whole of creation. The wonderful river described in Ezekiel 

47 embodies this future renewal: when the Lord dwells again among his people, the land itself 

will be restored. 

mailto:familyrobertson1201@gmail.com
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