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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Dear friends, we gather on the ancestral territory of the Anishnaabeg Algonquin, the 

traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we meet. 

May we walk gently together on this land, seeking renewed relationship based on 

honour, respect, and peace. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  In the Darkness Shines the Splendour VU 92 

In the darkness shines the splendour  
of the Word who took our flesh,  
welcoming, in love’s surrender,  
death’s dark shadow at his crèche. 
Bearing every human story,  
Word made flesh reveals his glory. 

Light of nations, veiled in history, 
born of woman’s flesh and blood, 
calling to the depths of mystery 
restless hearts that seek the good. 
Healing every human story,  
Word made flesh reveals his glory. 

Broken bread, sustaining us in sorrow, 
wine poured out to toast our joy; 
exodus and new tomorrow,  
life’s full promise to enjoy! 
Gladdening every human story, 
Word made flesh reveals his glory. 

All God’s people, sing in jubilation 
of the birth that sets us free, 
telling of the revelation: 
Jesus, God’s epiphany.  
Celebrate the human story! 
Word made flesh reveals our glory.  

CHILDREN'S TALK 

Children are invited to join Children's Church after the talk. 

GATHERING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with you all. And also with you. 
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Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Creator of the heavens, 

who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child: 

guide and sustain us, 

so that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A reading from the Book of Isaiah (60:1-6). 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For 

darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise 

upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your light, and kings 

to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather 

together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters 

shall be carried on their nurses' arms. Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart 

shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the 

wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young 

camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold 

and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 

Endow the king with your justice, O God, the royal son with your righteousness. 

May he judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones with justice. 

May the mountains bring prosperity to the people, 
the hills the fruit of righteousness.  

May he defend the afflicted among the people and save the children of the needy; 
may he crush the oppressor. 

May he endure as long as the sun, 
as long as the moon, through all generations. 
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May he be like rain falling on a mown field, 
like showers watering the earth. 

In his days may the righteous flourish and prosperity abound till the moon is no more. 
May the kings of Tarshish and of distant shores bring tribute to him. 

May the kings of Sheba and Seba present him gifts. 

May all kings bow down to him and all nations serve him. 

For he will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted who have no one to help. 
He will take pity on the weak and the needy and save the needy from death. 

He will rescue them from oppression and violence, for precious is their blood in his 

sight. 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians (3:1-12). 

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 

Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for 

you, that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written 

briefly. In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery 

of Christ, which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been 

revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through 

the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, 

and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the 

working of his power. Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this 

grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, and to 

make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept 

hidden in God, who created all things. His intent was that now, through the church, the 

manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 

confidence. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  

Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL HYMN   Wise Men, They Came to Look for Wisdom CP 161 
Wisemen, they came to look for wisdom, 
finding one wiser than they knew; 
rich men, they met with one yet richer –  
King of the kings, they knelt to you: 
Jesus, our wisdom from above, 
wealth and redemption, life and love.  

Pilgrims they were, from unknown countries,  
searching for one who knows the world; 
lost are their names and strange their journeys,  
famed is their zeal to find the child: 
Jesus, in you the lost are claimed, 
aliens are found and known and named. 

Magi, they stooped to see your splendour,  
led by a star to light supreme; 
promised Messiah, Lord eternal, 
glory and peace are in your name. 
Joy of each day, and song by night, 
shine on our path your holy light. 

Guests of their God, they opened treasures –  
incense and gold and solemn myrrh; 
welcoming one too young to question  
how came these gifts, and what they were. 
Gift beyond price of gold or gem, 
make among us your Bethlehem.  

GOSPEL READING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew (2:1-12). 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 

the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of 

the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he 

had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 



 

 6 

what the prophet has written: “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 

means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd 

my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 

had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 

child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when 

it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When 

they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to the house, they saw the child with 

his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their 

treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And having 

been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by 

another route. 

The Gospel of Christ.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOMILY 

CREED 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say,  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Today as we celebrate the Epiphany may we keep all the joy of Christmas and God’s 

gift to us each year of his only Son coming to be with us. May we continue in our daily 

lives to know God’s love and guidance and in turn be there for all whom we encounter. 

There are always those who need our help in many different ways. May the generosity 

of spirit, and other help given at Christmas, continue. We ask you 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
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We are living in a troubled world and at times feel that there is little hope of improvement, 

but we must have faith and continue to pray that all leaders will use their power for the 

good of their people refraining from aggression resulting in homelessness, famine and 

other trauma. Bless all aid workers and grant that they remain safe and well. We ask 

you Lord, hear our prayer. 

In Canada we pray for all faith leaders; that they may continue their good work of 

ensuring respect for each other and continuance of the great work done in partnership 

helping those less fortunate and encouraging a greater understanding of each other’s 

way of life. It is these values that make our country so great. We pray for all first 

responders and medical personnel who give so much in serving those entrusted to their 

care. We ask you Lord hear our prayer. 

We remember now those who have asked us to pray for them Emily S.; Shari R.; Peter 

F.; Brian O.; Michael L.; Cinde C.; Rowan C.; Anthony R.; Sandy R.; David C.; John 

M.; Joyce O.; Josie M.; Kathy L.; Josie H.; Kathleen F.; Doris R.; and Elsie B.; may 

they know that your love supports them and that you are with them as they face the 

future. Bless their families, friends and caregivers. We ask you Lord hear our prayer. 

We also think of those who have lost loved ones and trust that their memories will be a 

blessing and a comfort to all who mourn. We ask you Lord hear our prayer. 

As we go forth from this place of worship may we be guided by the love of God, whom 

we serve, by trying to do his will as we live. May our words and actions reflect the love 

of God shown to us and allow us to be beacons of light in our communities. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; welcoming sinners 

and inviting them to table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness. 

Silence is kept. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 

and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your name. Amen. 
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Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace while respecting individual preferences. 

OFFERTORY HYMN What Shall We Give to the Child   SNC 42 
What shall we give to the child in the manger? 
What shall we give him that he will enjoy? 
Milk and wild honey for this little stranger, 
food to give strength to a new little boy.  

What shall we give to the firstborn of Mary? 
Things that will nourish a new life begun: 
fruits of the forest and figs from the fig tree, 
nurtured in soil and ripened by sun.  

This child must grow to inherit a kingdom,  
blossom and ripen like fields of good corn 
bearing a seed that will fall and lie buried, 
springing up new in the bright Easter morn. 

What shall we give to the child in the manger?  
What shall we give him that he will enjoy? 
Give of the best to the one who will save us, 
food to give strength to this man still a boy.  

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

Gracious God,  

accept the offering of your Church, 

the hearts of your people joined in praise and thanksgiving, 

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to God our Creator 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, 

creator of heaven and earth; 

you have revealed your eternal plan of salvation, 

and have shown your Son Jesus Christ 

to be the light of all peoples. 

Therefore with angels and archangels 

we raise our voices in joyful praise 

to proclaim the glory of your name. 

(8:00 am - read together) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 

and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

(9:30 am, CP 722) Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,  
heav’n and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, God our Creator, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people; 

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, 

Jesus your Son. 
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For in these last days 

you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil 

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us 

out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, 

out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, 

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body 

which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, 

do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore according to God’s command, 

we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, 

we await his coming in glory; 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 

Lord of all, presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, 

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 
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that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ 

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, 

reconcile all things in Christ, 

and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, 

almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray [sing], 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.  

God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

With those joining us online, I will lead the Prayer for Spiritual Communion: In union, O 

Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 

now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your 

death, O Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot 

receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I implore you to come 

spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace and let me never 

be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to 

come. Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD   CP 745 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace,  

grant us peace. 

Rice wafers are available. Receiving in one kind is receiving the fullness of God’s grace. The 
Common Cup is available for those who wish to receive it. Please Note: Intinction is not allowed. 

COMMUNION HYMN  Midnight Stars Make Bright the Sky VU 85 
Midnight stars make bright the skies, 
Bethlehem in slumber lies: 
glistening heaven sends forth great light, 
shepherds see a wondrous sight! 
Angel ranks in chorus sing. Silken sounds from heaven ring. 
Frightened shepherds hear them say: “Christ comes down to earth today!” 
Glory be to God on high, blest are all beneath the sky. 

Midnight slumber lies o’er all;  
one lone bright lamp lights the stall. 
Choose old clothing, wrap him warmly,  
manger shall his cradle be. 
Born to save us from our sin, Word made flesh, our lives to win.  
Came to earth from heaven’s throne, mortals’ sin to bear alone. 
Glory be to God on high, blest are all beneath the sky. 

Wise men long foretold the way,  
saw the strange star’s shining ray. 
Knew a child was born in Jewry,  
worship would be joy for aye! 
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Took strong camels hurrying, crossing desert sought their king. 
Reverently to him present gold and myrrh and frankincense.  
Glory be to God on high, blest are all beneath the sky.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of all the nations of the earth, 

guide us with your light. 

Help us to recognize Christ as he comes to us 

in this eucharist and in our neighbours. 

May we welcome him with love, 

for he is Lord now and for ever. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and 

in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Blessing Song: 

May the Lord rejoice with you, may the Lord bless you, 

and make his face to shine upon you, the God of Heaven loves you. 
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SENDING HYMN  Lord, the Light of Your Love Is Shining CP 460 
Lord, the light of your love is shining,  
in the midst of the darkness shining; 
Jesus, Light of the world, shine upon us;  
set us free by the truth you now bring us, 
shine on me, shine on me.  

Refrain 
Shine, Jesus, shine; fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
blaze, Spirit, blaze: set our hearts on fire. 
Flow, river, flow: flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light.  

Lord, I come to your awesome presence,  
from the shadows into your radiance; 
by the blood I may enter your brightness;  
search me, try me, consume all my darkness, 
shine on me, shine on me. Refrain 

As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
so our faces display your likeness; 
ever-changing from glory to glory, 
mirrored here may our lives tell your story, 
shine on me, shine on me. Refrain 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Join us for refreshments in Steacy Hall for fellowship after the 9:30 a.m. service. 

Readings for Next Sunday, January 11th, 2026 

Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29; Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17 
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Sharing in our liturgical ministry today at 8:00 am: 

Sidesperson: Ken McMillan 
Readers: Sylvia Shortliffe and Michael Norman 
Liturgical Min: John Merritt 

Sharing in our liturgical ministry today at 9:30 am: 

Sidespeople: Larry Broome and Chris Kirch 
Readers: Katy Burnett and Karen Blackie 
Intercessor: Toni Larsen 
Liturgical Min: Gaétan Haché 

Euch. Mins: Chris Kirch and Stephen Rouble 
Servers:  
Hospitality: Katy Burnette, Chris Helleur, Linda Phillips, Judy Wood 

Our Diocesan Prayer Cycle: 

• Our Diocesan Partners: Communion Forest and Compass Rose 

• The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, Bishop Larry Kochendorfer and 

Bishop Carla Blakley 

Our Anglican (ACC), Lutheran (ELCIC) and Moravian (MOR): 

• ACC The Rev. Canon Dr. Scott Sharman, Animator for Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Relations 

• ELCIC Deacon Gretchen Peterson, Assistant to the National Bishop, Youth 
and Leadership; Rev. Paul Gehrs, Assistant to the National Bishop, Justice 
and Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations 

• MOR The Rev. Dr. Betsy Miller, Ecumenical Officer, Chair of the Board of 
Trustees of the School of Theology at Moravian University 

Credits: 
All Saints Anglican Church Westboro’s Church CCLI License Number is 11196799 and One License Number is A-
728801 
Readings from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
Psalm reprinted from A Liturgical Psalter, General Synod 2016 edition, the psalter of the Book of Alternative Services 
emended for contemporary liturgical use. 
Front cover is a design from Pixabay. 
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Weekly News from All Saints’ Westboro 

December 29th – January 3rd 

This Week 

Monday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  Food Bank 

Tuesday  1:00 pm to 4:00 pm   Food Bank 

Wednesday 9:30 am Quilters Room 7/8 

 10:00 am to 2:00 pm  New-to-You Shop 

 10:30 am Eucharist  Chapel 

Thursday 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm Choir  Church 

 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm   Food Bank 

 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm Centering Prayer Chapel 

Saturday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm   New-to-You Shop 

Upcoming Events 

• TODAY! Jazz Vespers holds at 4:30 pm in the Chapel. 

• Parish Office will be closed between December 25th and January 4th. Regular 
office hours will return on Monday, January 5th, 2026. For pastoral emergencies, 
please contact Kathryn Otley. 

• Men’s Breakfast is on Tuesday, January 6th at 8:15 am will gather at Allo! Mon 
Coco at College Square (1377 Woodroffe Ave). 


