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Welcome to All Saints’ Westboro  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Sunday after Christmas 

Sunday, December 28th, 2025 

8:00 am—Said Eucharist 
9:30 am—Sung Eucharist 

Wednesday (December 31st, 2025 - Chapel)  
10:30 am—Said Eucharist 

The Ven. Kathryn Otley 
The Rev. Chung Yan Lam 

Children and Youth: Janet Currie-Kelk 
Music: Lauren Saindon 
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Dear friends, we gather on the ancestral territory of the Anishnaabeg Algonquin, the 

traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we meet. 

May we walk gently together on this land, seeking renewed relationship based 

on honour, respect, and peace. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing CP 138 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King, 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail, the incarnate deity, 

pleased as one of us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!  

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of 

Righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.” 

CHILDREN'S TALK 

Children are invited to sit with their family after the talk as there is no Children’s 

Church today.  

Pick up crayons and a colouring booklet (to keep) to bring to your seat or enjoy quiet 

activities at the back. The nursery is open at your own discretion. 

Please Note: Photos are taken for parish communication. The 9:30 service is live-streamed, 
recorded, and posted on a public Facebook Page. Your images may be captured and used. 

Music books in pews: CP = Common Praise (blue) VU = Voices United (red) 
Music books at the entrance: MV = More Voices SNC = Sing a New Creation 
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GATHERING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. And also with you. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, 

you have shed upon us the new light of your incarnate Word. 

May this light, enkindled in our hearts, shine forth in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A reading from the Book of Isaiah (63:7-9). 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 

because of all that the Lord has done for us and the great favor to the house of Israel 

that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his 

steadfast love. For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not act 

deceitfully,” and he became their savior in all their distress. It was no messenger or 

angel but his presence that saved them; in his love and pity it was he who redeemed 

them; he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 148 

Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host! 

Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars! 

Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the heavens! 
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Let them praise the name of the Lord, for he commanded and they were created. 

He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot 

be passed. 

Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, 

fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command! 

Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! 

Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds! 

Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth! 

Young men and women alike, old and young together! 

Let them praise the name of the Lord, for his name alone is exalted; 

his glory is above earth and heaven. He has raised up a horn for his people, 

praise for all his faithful, for the people of Israel who are close to him. 

Praise the Lord! 

A reading from the Letter to the Hebrews (2:10-18). 

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 

children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 

Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 

saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the 

congregation I will praise you.” And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, 

“Here am I and the children whom God has given me.”  

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the 

same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 

death, that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the 

fear of death. For it is clear that he did not come to help angels but the descendants 

of Abraham. Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every 

respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 

God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he himself 

was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL HYMN  When Heaven’s Bright with Mystery VU 93 

When heaven’s bright with mystery and science searches nature’s art, 

when all creation yearns for peace and hope sinks deep in human hearts,  

appear to us, O Holy Light; lift from our eyes the shades of night. 

When Herod barters power and lives and Rachel’s weeping fills the night, 

when suffering’s mask marks every face, and Love’s a refugee in flight, 

reveal to us your word of grace and make us witness to your peace. 

When fragile faith, like desert wind, blows dry and empty, hope erased, 

when withered grass and fading flower proclaim again our day’s brief 

space, 

breathe on the clay of our despair and work a new creation there. 

When heaven’s bright with mystery and stars still lead an unknown way, 

when love still lights a gentle path where courts of power can hold no 

sway, 

there with the Magi, let us kneel, our gifts to share, God’s world to heal. 

GOSPEL READING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew (2:13-23). 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 

said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until 

I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got 

up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt and remained there 

until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 

the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he 

sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or 

under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. Then what had been 

spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
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wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be 

consoled, because they are no more.” 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, 

for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the 

child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that 

Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. 

And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. There he 

made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through 

the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.” 

The Gospel of Christ.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOMILY 

CREED 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say,  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Loving God, we stand before you with grateful hearts as we rejoice in your gift of 

Jesus who came to us as a baby and lived within a human family. We give thanks 

for families who love and shape us throughout our lives. We pray for those families 

who are struggling in body or in spirit. May they feel your love and meet people who 

can help them. Joy to the world. The Lord is come. 

For the family of nations, we ask for wisdom and humility as our leaders wrestle with 

the issues of the day. May they hear you in their scriptures, in their colleagues, and 
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in their citizens when they cry for peace and justice. May their hearts turn to equity 

and fairness and the cessation of war. Joy to the world. May all hear your call for 

peace. 

In our church family, we are grateful for our leadership and for the volunteers in this 

parish who offer their time, talents and treasure; all of whom are ambassadors for 

All Saints' parish. In our Anglican Church of Canada, we pray for Shane our Primate, 

Anne our Metropolitan, Christopher the National Indigenous Archbishop, and 

Kathryn and Chung Yan, our clergy. We ask for the blessing of the Holy Spirit as we 

prepare to elect a new bishop. Joy to the world. The Saviour reigns. 

We are privileged as a church family to be present for those who are suffering loss 

of all kinds and who are discouraged, fearful, or in need of our help. Today we pray 

especially for Emily S.; Shari R.; Peter F.; Brian O.; Michael L.; Cinde C.; Rowan 

C.; Anthony R.; Sandy R.; David C.; John M.; Joyce O.; Josie M.; Kathy L.; 

Josie H.; Kathleen F.; Doris R.; and Elsie B. and for those we name silently or 

aloud. Joy to the Lord. Who brings healing of mind and body. 

As we mourn those who have died, we remember especially the family and loved 

ones of Norah Kettle. Help us to remember her with thanksgiving and to realize our 

role in comforting and walking alongside their survivors. Joy to the Lord. Repeat the 

sounding joy. 

Our Mother Earth and the family of nature in all its glory need us more than ever now 

to do all in our power to mitigate increasing incidents of extreme and damaging 

weather. Help us to strive to protect the earth in its beauty and abundance. Joy to 

the world. May heaven and nature sing. 

May we as individuals and as a community see this season of Christmastide as a 

chance for rest and reflection and a deepening relationship with you. Joy to the 

world. May truth and grace be our song. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; welcoming 

sinners and inviting them to table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 

forgiveness.  

Silence is kept. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are 

truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace while respecting individual preferences. 

OFFERTORY HYMN  Holy Child within the Manger  SNC 43 

Holy child within the manger, long ago yet ever near; 

come as friend to every stranger, come as hope for every fear. 

As you lived to heal the broken, greet the outcast, free the bound, 

as you taught us love unspoken, teach us now where you are found. 

Once again we tell the story – how your love for us was shown, 

when the image of your glory wore an image like our own. 

Come, enlighten with your wisdom, come and fill us with your grace. 

May the fire of your compassion kindle every land and race. 

Holy child within the manger, lead us ever in your way, 

so we see in every stranger how you come to us today. 

In your lives and in our living give us strength to live as you, 

that our hearts might be forgiving and our spirits strong and true.  

  



 

 9 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

Good of light, 

in the birth of your Son we see your glory. 

May we who share in this mystery grow daily in your love. 

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right that we should praise you,  

gracious God, for you created all things.  

You formed us in your own image.  

When we turned away from you in sin,  

you did not cease to care for us,  

but opened a path of salvation for all people.  

You made a covenant with Israel,  

and through your servants Sarah and Abraham  

gave the promise of a blessing to all nations.  

Through Moses, you led your people from bondage into freedom;  

through the prophets you renewed your promise of salvation.  

Therefore, with them, and with all your saints  

who have served you in every age,  

we give thanks and raise our voices to proclaim the glory of your name. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
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Holy God, source of life and goodness, 

all creation rightly gives you praise. 

In the fullness of time, you sent your Son Jesus Christ, 

to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God of all. 

He healed the sick and ate and drank with outcasts and sinners; 

he opened the eyes of the blind and proclaimed the good news of 

your kingdom to the poor and to those in need. 

In all things he fulfilled your gracious will. 

On the night he freely gave himself to death, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, 

and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, 

do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Gracious God, his perfect sacrifice 

destroys the power of sin and death; 

by raising him to life you give us life for evermore. 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
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Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection, 

and looking for his coming again in glory, 

we offer you, this bread and this cup. 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts, 

that all who eat and drink at this table 

may be one body and one holy people, 

a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory is yours, 

almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.  

God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

With those joining us online, I will lead the Prayer for Spiritual Communion: In union, 

O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 

Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I 

remember your death, O Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in 

glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I 

implore you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your 

grace and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in 

this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD   CP 745 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace,  

grant us peace. 

Rice wafers are available. Receiving in one kind is receiving the fullness of God’s 

grace. The Common Cup is available for those who wish to receive it. Please Note: 

Intinction is not allowed. 

COMMUNION HYMN  Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  CP 117 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung, 

of Jesse’s lineage coming as seer of old have sung. 

It came, a blossom bright amid the cold of winter,  

when half spent was the night. 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the Rose I have in mind; 

with Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Saviour,  

when half spent was the night. 

O Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 

dispel in glorious splendour the darkness everywhere; 

true man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us, 

and share our every load.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Source of truth and joy,  

may we who have received the gift of divine life  

always follow the way of your Son.  

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church 

and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Blessing Song: 

May the Lord rejoice with you, may the Lord bless you, 

and make his face to shine upon you, the God of Heaven loves you. 

FLEMISH CAROL 

Er is een kindeke geboren op aard. 

A little child on the earth has been born; 

‘tkwam op den aarde voor ons allegaar. 

He came to the earth for the sake of us all! 

Er is een kindeke geboren in’t stro 

He came to earth but no home did he find, 

t'Lag in een kribbe gedekt met wat hooi. 

He came to earth and its cross did he bear. 

t'Kwam op den aarde voor ons allemaal. 

He came to earth for the sake of us all. 

‘tWenscht ons alle een zalig nieuw’ jaar. 

And wishes us all a happy New Year. 



MISSAL 

SENDING HYMN  Good Christians All, Rejoice CP 153 (V. 2-3) 

Good Christians all, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 

Hear the news of endless bliss:  Jesus Christ was born for this; 

he has opened heaven’s door and we are blessed forevermore!  

Christ was born for this; Christ was born for this. 

Good Christians all, rejoice with heart and soul and voice! 

Now you need not fear the grave; Jesus Christ was born to 

save: 

come at his most gracious call to find salvation, one and all! 

Christ was born to save; Christ was born to save!  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Join us for refreshments in Steacy Hall for fellowship after the 9:30 a.m. service. 

Readings for Next Sunday, January 4th, 2026 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7,10-14; Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly News from All Saints’ Westboro 

• Parish Office will be closed between December 25th and January 4th. Regular 
office hours will return on Monday, January 5th, 2026. For pastoral 
emergencies, please contact Kathryn Otley. 

• The Food Bank will be CLOSED on Thursday, December 25th and Thursday, 
January 1st. 

• Quilters will return on January 7th, 2026 

• Choir practice will return on January 8th, 2026 

• Centering prayer will resume on Thursday January 8th, 2026 

• Jazz Vespers on January 4th, 2026, at 4:30pm in the Chapel. 

• Men’s Breakfast is on Tuesday, January 6th at 8:15 am will gather at Allo! Mon 
Coco at College Square (1377 Woodroffe Ave). 
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Sharing in our liturgical ministry today at 8:00 am: 

Readers: Sylvia Shortliffe and Michael Norman 
Liturgical Min: John Merritt 

Sharing in our liturgical ministry today at 9:30 am: 

Sidespeople: Larry Chop and Sharon Chop 
Readers: Eric Bays and Patricia Bays 
Intercessor: Barbara Robertson 
Liturgical Min: Steve Sibbald 

Euch. Mins: Elizabeth Harris and Stephen Rouble 

Our Diocesan Prayer Cycle: 

• Our Diocesan Partners: Alongside Hope and the Anglican Foundation 

Our Anglican (ACC), Lutheran (ELCIC) and Moravian (MOR): 

• ACC Henrieta Paukov, Director, and the staff of General Synod 
Communications and Information Resources; Amal Attia, Treasurer and Chief 
Financial Officer and the staff of Financial Management and Administration 

• ELCIC Trina Gallop Blank, Assistant to the National Bishop, Communications 
and Resource Generation, and the staff of Communications 

• MOR Mike Riess, Executive Director, and staff of Interprovincial Board of 
Communications for the Moravian Church 
 

Credits: 
All Saints Anglican Church Westboro’s Church CCLI License Number is 11196799 and One License Number is A-728801 
Readings from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
Psalm reprinted from A Liturgical Psalter, General Synod 2016 edition, the psalter of the Book of Alternative Services 
emended for contemporary liturgical use. Photo taken by Parish Office. 


