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Welcome to All Saints’ Westboro  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 21st, 2025 

8:00 am—Said Eucharist 
9:30 am—Sung Eucharist 

Wednesday (December 24th, 2025 - Chapel)  
10:30 am—No Eucharist Service 

The Ven. Kathryn Otley 
The Rev. Chung Yan Lam 

Children and Youth: Janet Currie-Kelk 
Music: Lauren Saindon 
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Dear friends, we gather on the ancestral territory of the Anishnaabeg Algonquin, the 

traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we meet. 

May we walk gently together on this land, seeking renewed relationship based on 

honour, respect, and peace. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel CP 89 (V. 5-7) 
O come, O Key of David, come, 
and open wide our heavenly home; 
make safe the way that leads on high, 
and close the path to misery. 

Refrain 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to you, O Israel. 

O come, O Dayspring from on high 
and cheer us by your drawing nigh; 
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of humankind; 
O bid our bitter conflict cease, 
and be for us our Prince of Peace. Refrain 

CHILDREN'S TALK 

Children are invited to join Children's Church after the talk. 

These lights have been our friends on the way.  

(Light first three candles, two blue, one pink)  

Now we will light the Advent candle for love. 

(Light the fourth candle) 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, laughed with happiness when she knew her baby was 

soon to be born. 

Elizabeth was with her, sharing her joy and telling her that she was a special person. 

We see good things in each other while we wait to celebrate her baby being born.  
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WREATH LIGHTING/SONG  Hope Shines As The Solitary Star MV 220 

Love shines as the solitary star, 
faith is the inner light, 
You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 
and illumine the pathway home. 

GATHERING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with you all. And also with you. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Shepherd of Israel,  

who by a dream guided your servant Joseph 

to embrace your promise of salvation: 

lead us in the way of grace and peace, 

so that we may bear your promise into the world; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

A reading from the Book of Isaiah (7:10-16). 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep 

as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to 

the test.” Then Isaiah said, "Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 

mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 

Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him 

Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 

and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 

good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 80:1-7, 17-19 

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;  

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,   

stir up your strength and come to help us.  

Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.  

O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your 

people?  

You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink.  

You have made us the derision of our neighbours, and our enemies laugh us to 

scorn.  

Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

They burn it with fire like rubbish; at the rebuke of your countenance let them 

perish.  

Let your hand be upon the one at your side in honour,   

the one you have made so strong for yourself.  

And so will we never turn away from you; 

give us life, that we may call upon your name.  

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;  

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (1:1-7). 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 

which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel 

concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was 

declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 

from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and 

apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of 

his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. To all God's 

beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace from God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God. 



 

 5 

GRADUAL HYMN  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning 

Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
the time is drawing nigh. 

GOSPEL READING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew (1:18-25). 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 

expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had 

resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 

is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins." All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the 

Lord through the prophet: "Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 

name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." When Joseph awoke from sleep, 

he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no 

marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

The Gospel of Christ.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOMILY 

ANTHEM There Is a Longing in Our Hearts    ACS 1078 

CREED 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say,  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



 

 6 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

As Christians all around the world prepare to celebrate the mystery of the 

Incarnation, we join with them in prayers for the church and the world. 

O God, we pray for the church, for all clergy and people, especially Chung Yan and 

Kathryn, our priests, for this congregation and our partners at First United with Kanana 

Muketha, their minister. We pray for Bishop Michael Bird, Administrator for our Diocese, 

and for the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we prepare to elect a new bishop. May we, 

like Mary hear your Word and respond in faithful obedience to your call to serve. 

God who is with us, hear our prayer. 

O God, we pray for the world with its riches and its needs. We give thanks for the 

gifts of art and music, of colour and light, that fill our hearts with joy at this season. 

We are called also to join with Mary’s song, and we ask for strength that we may 

be among those who work to raise up the lowly and fill the hungry with good things. 

God who is with us, hear our prayer. 

O God, we pray for those in need – the homeless at this winter season, the 

unemployed, the hungry, the lonely, the sick, and all for whom this season is 

difficult. We hold in your light those who have asked for our prayers - Emily S.; Shari 

R.; Peter F.; Brian O.; Michael L.; Cinde C.; Rowan C.; Anthony R.; Sandy R.; David 

C.; Lois FB.; John M.; Joyce O.; Josie M.; Kathy L.; Josie H.; Kathleen F.; Doris 

R.; Elsie B. and Nora K. and those whom we now name. Sustain the faith and hope of 

the weary. God who is with us, hear our prayer. 

O God, we pray for those who have died and for those who mourn. Comfort and 

sustain them with your never-failing love. 

God who is with us, hear our prayer. 

O God, faithful and true, make us eager with expectation, as we look for the 

fulfillment of your promise in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; welcoming sinners 

and inviting them to table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Silence is kept. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 

and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace while respecting individual preferences. 

OFFERTORY HYMN  O Ancient Love SNC 36 
O ancient love, processing through the ages; 
O hidden love, revealed in human form; 
O promised love, the dream of seers and sages: 
O living Love, within our hearts be born; 
O living Love, within our hearts be borne.  

O homeless love, that dwells among the stranger; 
O lowly love, that knows the mighty’s scorn; 
O hungry love, that lay within the manger: 
O living Love, within our hearts be born; 
O living Love, within our hearts be borne.  

O gentle love, caressing those in sorrow; 
O tender love, that comforts those forlorn; 
O hopeful love, that promises tomorrow: 
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O living Love, within our hearts be born; 
O living Love, within our hearts be borne.  

O suffering love, that bears our human weakness; 
O boundless love, that rises with the morn; 
O mighty love, concealed in infant meekness: 
O living Love, within our hearts be born; 
O living Love, within our hearts be borne.  

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

God of abundance, 

we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, 

and with them our very lives. 

Teach us patience and hope 

as we care for all those in need 

until the coming again of your Son, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to God our Creator 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, 

creator of heaven and earth; 

we give you thanks and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh, 

and opened to us the way of salvation. 

Now we watch for the day when he will come again 

in power and great triumph to judge this world, 

that we, without shame or fear, 

may rejoice to behold his appearing. 
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Therefore we praise you, 

joining our voices with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn 

to proclaim the glory of your name. 

(8:00 am – said) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

(9:30 am, CP 722) Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,  
heav’n and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, God our Creator, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people; 

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, 

Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days 

you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil 

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us 

out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, 

out of death into life. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, 

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body 

which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, 

do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore according to his command, 

we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in 

glory; 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 

Lord of all, presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, 

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ 

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, 

reconcile all things in Christ, 

and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your children; 
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through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, 

almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray [sing], 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.  

Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

With those joining us online, I will lead the Prayer for Spiritual Communion: In union, O 

Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 

now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your 

death, O Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot 

receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I implore you to come 

spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace and let me never 

be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to 

come. Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD   CP 745 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
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Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace,  

grant us peace. 

Rice wafers are available. Receiving in one kind is receiving the fullness of God’s grace. The 
Common Cup is available for those who wish to receive it. Please Note: Intinction is not allowed. 

COMMUNION HYMN  Gentle God of All the Earth 

Gentle God of all the earth,  

You have loved us into birth. 
Through our sorrow, through our hurt,  
In your love we find our worth. 

Refrain:  
Praise the one whose gifts remain, 
Praise the love that stays the same. 
In our joy and in our pain, 
Christ be born in us again! 

God of laughter, God of tears,  
Hidden presence through the years, 
Through our anger, through our fear,  
By your grace we gather here. Refrain 

Faithful God whose ways are true,  
Hope of all who turn to you, 
In our lives come breaking through;  
With your healing, make us new. Refrain 

God of day and God of night,  
Radiant Spirit, ever bright, 
Reach through every depth and height;  
Be our vision, be our sight. Refrain 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God for whom we wait,  

in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day  

when the hungry will be fed with good things.  

Send us forth to make known your deeds  

and to proclaim the greatness of your name,  

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
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DOXOLOGY 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in 

Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Blessing Song: 

May the Lord rejoice with you, may the Lord bless you, 

and make his face to shine upon you, the God of Heaven loves you. 

SENDING HYMN  O Come, Divine Messiah CP 95 

O come, divine Messiah; the world in silence waits the day 
when hope shall sing its triumph and sadness flee away. 
Dear Saviour, haste! Come, come to earth. 
Dispel the night and show your face, 
and bid us hail the dawn of grace. 
Redîtes-nous encore de quel amour vous nous aimez; 
tant d’hommes vous ignorent! Venez, venez, venez! 

O Christ, whom nations sigh for, whom priest and prophet long foretold, 
come, break the captives’ fetters, redeem the long-lost fold. 
Dear Saviour, haste! Come, come to earth. 
Dispel the night and show your face, 
and bid us hail the dawn of grace. 
Le monde la dédaigne: partout les cœurs sont divisés! 
Qu’arrive votre règne! Venez, venez, venez! 

You come in peace and meekness and lovely will your cradle be; 
all clothed in human weakness shall we your Godhead see.  
Dear Saviour, haste! Come, come to earth. 
Dispel the night and show your face, 
and bid us hail the dawn of grace. 
Seigneur, que votre enfance nous fasse vivre en la clarté. 
Soyez la délivrance! Venez, venez, venez!  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Join us for refreshments in Steacy Hall for fellowship after the 9:30 a.m. service. 

Readings for Next Sunday, December 28th, 2025 

Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148; Hebrews 2:10-18; Matthew 2:13-23 

 

  Sharing in our liturgical ministry today at 8:00 am: 

Sidesperson: Ken McMillan 
Readers: Sylvia Shortliffe and Michael Norman 
Liturgical Min: John Merritt 

Sharing in our liturgical ministry today at 9:30 am: 

Sidespeople: Elizabeth Harris and Greg Snow 
Readers: Ann Haché and Mary Oliarnyk 
Intercessor: Patricia Bays 
Liturgical Min: Susan Garnham 

Euch. Mins: Marcie Taylor and Larry Broome 
Servers: Cormac and Lucy 
Hospitality: Pierrette von Boltenstern and Scott Sorenson 

Our Diocesan Prayer Cycle: 

• Our Diocesan Partner: Multifaith Housing Initiative (MHI) 

Our Anglican (ACC), Lutheran (ELCIC) and Moravian (MOR): 

• ACC The Rt. Rev. Christopher Harper, National Indigenous Anglican 
Archbishop, and the staff of Indigenous Ministries; the Anglican Council of 
Indigenous Peoples; Dawn Maracle, Indigenous Justice Animator 

• ELCIC Carmen Ramirez, Assistant to the National Bishop, Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion; Peter Wall, Assistant to the National Bishop for Worship 

• MOR The Rev. Sue Keonig, Director, and team of Northern Province Racial 
Justice and Healing 

Credits: 
All Saints Anglican Church Westboro’s Church CCLI License Number is 11196799 and One License Number is A-728801 
Readings from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
Psalm reprinted from A Liturgical Psalter, General Synod 2016 edition, the psalter of the Book of Alternative Services 
emended for contemporary liturgical use. 
Front cover is a design from Canva. 
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Weekly News from All Saints’ Westboro 

 

 

• Parish Office will be closed between December 25th and January 4th. Regular 

office hours will return on Monday, January 5th, 2026. For pastoral 

emergencies, please contact Kathryn Otley. 

• The Food Bank will be CLOSED on Thursday, December 25th and Thursday, 

January 1st. 

• Quilters will return on January 7th, 2026. 

• Choir practice will return on January 8th, 2026. 

• Centering prayer will resume on Thursday January 8th, 2026. 
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