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Welcome to All Saints’ Westboro  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Sunday, December 14th, 2025 

8:00 am—Said Eucharist 
9:30 am—Sung Eucharist 

Wednesday (December 17th, 2025 - Chapel)  
10:30 am—Said Eucharist 

The Ven. Kathryn Otley 
The Rev. Chung Yan Lam 

Children and Youth: Janet Currie-Kelk 
Music: Lauren Saindon 
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Dear friends, we gather on the ancestral territory of the Anishnaabeg Algonquin, the 

traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we meet. 

May we walk gently together on this land, seeking renewed relationship based on 

honour, respect, and peace. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn  ELW 242 
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Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,  
for angels herald its dawning. 
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, 
behold! the Child of our longing. 
Come as a baby weak and poor, 
to bring all hearts together, 
he opens wide the heav’nly door 
and lives now inside us forever. 
 
To us, to all in sorrow and fear, 
Emmanuel comes asinging, 
his humble song is quiet and near,  
yet fills the earth with its ringing; 
music to heal the broken soul 
and hymns of lovingkindness, 
the thunder of his anthems roll  
to shatter all hatred and blindness. 
 
In darkest night his coming shall be, 
when all the world is despairing, 
as morning light so quiet and free, 
so warm and gentle and caring. 
Then shall the mute break forth in song, 
the lame shall leap in wonder, 
the weak be raised above the strong, 
and weapons be broken asunder. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 
though dark the winter and cheerless, 
the rising sun shall crown you with light, 
be strong and loving and fearless. 
Love be our song and love our prayer 
and love our endless story; 
may God fill ev’ry day we share 
and bring us at last into glory. 

CHILDREN'S TALK 

Children are invited to join Children's Church after the talk. 
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In this Advent season we wait in hope (Light first blue candle.) 

We remember our longing for God to be with us and to give us peace. (Light second blue 
candle.) 
Today we light a third candle for joy. (Light pink candle.) 

When God’s Anointed One comes, 
the desert will rejoice, and flowers will bloom in the wasteland, 

tired hands will receive new strength, and fearful ones will find fresh courage. 
The lame will leap and dance, the blind will see. 

When God’s Anointed One comes, 
the grieving and sorrowing will be forever free. 

WREATH LIGHTING/SONG  Hope Shines As The Solitary Star MV 220 

Joy shines as the solitary star, 
faith is the inner light, 
You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 
and illumine the pathway home. 

GATHERING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit, be with you all. And also with you. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

God of glory and compassion,  

at your touch the wilderness blossoms. Grant perseverance and patience to all who long 

for your Son’s return, so that we may announce in word and deed the good news of the 

kingdom. We ask this through Christ whose day draws near. Amen. 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (35:1-10). 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 

the crocus it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory of 

Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory 

of the Lord, the majesty of our God. Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the 



 

 5 

feeble knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is 

your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense He will come and 

save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 

opened; then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for 

joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the desert; the burning 

sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals 

shall become a swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes. A highway shall be 

there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall 

be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. No lion shall be there, 

nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the 

redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return and come to Zion 

with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  My Soul Cries Out (Canticle of the Turning) MV 120 
My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
that the God of my heart is great, 
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 
and my weakness you did not spurn, 
so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
Could the world be about to turn? 
 

Refrain 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
Let the fires of your justice burn.  
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near,  
and the world is about to turn! 

 
Though I am small, my God, my all, 
you work great things in me, 
and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
to the end of the age to be. 
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Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
and to those who would for you yearn, 
you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
for the world is about to turn. Refrain 
 
From the halls of power to the fortress tower,  
not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your justice tears 
ev’ry tyrant from his throne. 
The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
for the food they can never earn; 
there are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed, 
for the world is about to turn. Refrain 
 
Though the nations rage from age to age,  
we remember who holds us fast: 
God’s mercy must deliver us  
from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears heard 
is the promise which holds us bound, 
‘til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
who is turning the world around. Refrain 

A reading from the Book of James (5:7-10). 

Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits 

for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and 

the late rains. You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the 

Lord is near. Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may 

not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! As an example of suffering and 

patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  

Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,   
keep your lamps trimmed and burning,   
keep your lamps trimmed and burning,  
the time is drawing nigh. 
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GOSPEL READING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew (11:2-11). 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 

his disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?” Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind 

receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is 

anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 

out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? What, then, did you go 

out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in 

royal palaces. What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 

than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my 

messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ “Truly I tell you, among 

those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in 

the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

The Gospel of Christ.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOMILY 

CREED 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say,  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Everlasting God, as we continue to prepare for Christmas, help us to find time in our 
busy lives for moments to be quiet where we can, through prayer and reflection, 
appreciate the wonder of your love.  Remind us that your Kingdom is revealed not in 
spectacle but in steady, humble works of renewal.  Lord in your mercy, 
hear our prayer.  

God of peace, in a world unsettled by conflict and division, turn our hearts toward the 

hope you bring. Where violence overwhelms communities and fear darkens daily life, 

let the signs of your renewing work take root - justice restored, lives made whole, and 

reconciliation made possible. Guide the nations and all in authority toward wisdom, 

restraint, and a longing for the common good.  Lord in your mercy, 

hear our prayer.  

As we prepare for the coming of Christ, we lift our prayers for the leaders of our Church 

and the Church universal. We pray for bishops, clergy, and lay leaders in every parish, 

that they may shepherd your people with wisdom, faithfulness, and compassion. 

Strengthen all with authority, that your Word may be proclaimed with clarity and hope. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.  

Compassionate God, we lift to you all who are hurting in body, mind, or spirit. Bring them 

comfort and reassurance, and guide us to be attentive and generous in our care. We 

pray especially for: Emily S.; Shari R.; Peter F.; Brian O.; Michael L.; Cinde C.; 

Rowan C.; Anthony R.; Sandy R.; David C.; Lois FB.; John M.; Joyce O.; Josie M.; 

Kathy L.; Josie H.; Kathleen F.; Doris R. and Nora K. and we pray for those who 

have died, for those who we name silently or aloud ….  Comfort the loved ones left 

behind and may their faith in You console them.  Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer.  

Eternal God, who brings good news to the poor, heals the broken, and calls us to follow 
Christ, strengthen our faith and renew our hope. Keep us steadfast on the path you set 
before us, and shape our lives to reflect Christ’s love, compassion, and courage, so that 
others may see the hope of your Kingdom through us. Amen. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; welcoming sinners 

and inviting them to table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  

Silence is kept. 
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Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 

we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us 

and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace while respecting individual preferences. 

OFFERTORY HYMN  Come, Thou Long-expected Jesus - Tune: Hyfrydol CP88 

Come thou long-expected Jesus, 
born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us;  
let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation,  
joy of every longing heart. 

 

Born thy people to deliver;  
born a child and yet a King; 
born to reign in us forever: 
now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal Spirit, 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all-sufficient merit, 
raise us to thy glorious throne.  

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
God of love and power,  

your word stirs within us the expectation  

of the coming of your Son.  

Accept all we offer you this day,  

and sustain us with your promise of eternal life.  

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to God. 

Let us give thanks to God our Creator 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, 
creator of heaven and earth; 
we give you thanks and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh, 
and opened to us the way of salvation. 
Now we watch for the day when he will come again 
in power and great triumph to judge this world, 
that we, without shame or fear, 
may rejoice to behold his appearing. 
Therefore we praise you, 
joining our voices with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, 
who for ever sing this hymn 
to proclaim the glory of your name. 

(8:00 am - read together) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 

and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes 

in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

(9:30 am, CP 722) Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,  
heav’n and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
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We give thanks to you, God our Creator, 
for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 
in calling Israel to be your people; 
in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, 
Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil 
and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us 
out of error into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, 
out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, 
a death he freely accepted, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
and said, “Take, eat: this is my body 
which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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Therefore according to God’s command, 
we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in 
glory; 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 
Lord of all, presenting to you, 
from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, 
to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 
that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ 
and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 
that we, made acceptable in him, 
may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, 
reconcile all things in Christ, 
and make them new, 
and bring us to that city of light 
where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation; 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, 
almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray [sing], 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 

forever. Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.  

Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

With those joining us online, I will lead the Prayer for Spiritual Communion: In union, O 

Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 

now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your 

death, O Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot 

receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I implore you to come 

spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace and let me never 

be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to 

come. Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD   CP 745 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace,  

grant us peace. 

Rice wafers are available. Receiving in one kind is receiving the fullness of God’s grace. The 
Common Cup is available for those who wish to receive it. Please Note: Intinction is not allowed. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  We wait for God 
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 We wait for God 

We wait for God, creation longs 

to see a new day dawn.  
And though the night is dark and deep,  
we dare to sing our song. 
We wait for God; creation longs, 
we dare to sing our song. 
 
We watch for God, the earth cries out,  
“Will violence ever cease?”  
The one who saw the signs is seen  
in ways that make for peace. 
We watch for God; the earth cries out 
for ways that make for peace.  
 
We work for God, the nations need  
each one to do their part. 
The Spirit works through everyone,  
each hand and head and heart. 
We work for God; the nations need 
each hand and head and heart. 
 
We worship God, the people pray 
that love will cast out fear. 
We wait and watch to work and see 
the Day of God draw near. 
We worship God; the people pray, 
the Day of God draws near.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God for whom we wait,  

in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day  

when the hungry will be fed with good things.  

Send us forth to make known your deeds  

and to proclaim the greatness of your name,  

through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
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DOXOLOGY 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and 

in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Blessing Song: 

May the Lord rejoice with you, may the Lord bless you, 

and make his face to shine upon you, the God of Heaven loves you. 

SENDING HYMN  Joy Shall Come  CP 104 

Joy shall come even to the wilderness, 
and the parched land shall then know great gladness; 
as the rose, as the rose shall deserts blossom, 
deserts like a garden blossom. 
For living springs shall give cool water, 
in the desert streams shall flow; 
for living springs shall give cool water, 
in the desert streams shall flow.  

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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Join us for refreshments in Steacy Hall for fellowship after the 9:30 a.m. service. 

Readings for Next Sunday, December 21st, 2025 

Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 

  Sharing in our liturgical ministry today at 8:00 am: 

Sidesperson: Ken McMillan 
Readers: Sylvia Shortliffe and Michael Norman 
Liturgical Min: John Merritt 

Sharing in our liturgical ministry today at 9:30 am: 

Sidespeople: Larry Broome and Linda Philips 
Readers: Beverley Payne and Patricia Fox 
Intercessor: Aaron Leach 
Liturgical Min: Steve Sibbald 

Euch. Mins: Susannah Johnson and Chris Kirch 
Servers: Darien, Mary & Jacqueline 
Hospitality: Susan Garnham and Sue Wise 

Our Diocesan Prayer Cycle: 

• Our Diocesan Partner: International Women’s Network in Canada (IAWN) 

Our Anglican (ACC), Lutheran (ELCIC) and Moravian (MOR): 

• ACC Dr. Andrea Mann, General Secretary, and the staff of the General 
Secretary’s Office 

• ELCIC Peace Anthony-Idoko, Director of Finance and Administration, and the 
staff of Finance and Administration 

• MOR Mr. David Jones, District President, and the members of Board of Elders 
of the Canadian District of the Moravian Church Northern Province. 

Credits: 
All Saints Anglican Church Westboro’s Church CCLI License Number is 11196799 and One License Number is A-728801 
Readings from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
Psalm reprinted from A Liturgical Psalter, General Synod 2016 edition, the psalter of the Book of Alternative Services 
emended for contemporary liturgical use. 
Front cover is a design from Canva 
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Weekly News from All Saints’ Westboro 

December 15th – December 20th 

This Week 

Monday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  Food Bank 

Tuesday  1:00 pm to 4:00 pm   Food Bank 

Wednesday 9:30 am Quilters Room 7/8 

 10:00 am to 2:00 pm  New-to-You Shop 

 10:30 am Eucharist  Chapel 

Thursday 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm Choir  Church 

 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm   Food Bank 

 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm Centering Prayer Chapel 

Saturday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm   New-to-You Shop 

Upcoming Events 

CORRECTION! The BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE time has been changed from 4:30 pm 

to 7 pm on Sunday, December 21st 

Christmas Memorial flowers will be posted in the bulletin of Christmas Eve and Christmas 

Day services. Please submit the donation through e-transfer or sealed in an envelope and 

put into the offering plates, with a note that it is designated for memorial flowers. A note to 

the Parish Office with the specific texts to be printed in the bulletin will be appreciated.  

Parking Passes required while parking on church property. To help manage unauthorized 

parking on church property, we are issuing parking passes from the office. After parking your 

car, obtain a pass from the Parish Administrator. There is no need to return it when you leave. 

Our parking is monitored and unauthorized parking will result in one warning and then a ticket.  

Thank you for your understanding. 

Women's Breakfast will meet at Summerhays Restaurant, 1971 Baseline Road, at 9:30 

am on December 15th. Our five minute speaker will be Julie Buvyer who will tell us about 

her recent tour through Tudor England Please join us! 

Soup for the Soul will meet for soup and conversations on December 21st at 5:30 pm 

in Room 5/6. The group plans to attend the Blue Christmas service together after the 

meal. We wish to offer support for all who have experiencing grief and loss to join us for 

community and support. RSVP with Parish Office or Rev Chung Yan. 
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