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Second Sunday of Advent 
Feast of Saint Nicholas 
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Dear friends, we gather on the ancestral territory of the Anishnaabeg Algonquin, 

the traditional stewards of the lands and waters on which we meet. 

May we walk gently together on this land, seeking renewed relationship 

based on honour, respect, and peace. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  There’s a Voice in the Wilderness (Vs. 1-3) CP 106

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying,  

a call from the ways untrod: 

prepare in the desert a highway,  

a highway for our God! 

The valleys shall be exalted,  

the lofty hills brought low; 

make straight all the crooked places 

where the Lord our God may go! 

O Zion, give voice to good tidings, 

ascend to the heights and sing! 

Proclaim to a desolate people  

the coming of their King. 

The works of pride all perish, 

like flowers they shall decay; 

the power and pomp of nations 

shall pass like a dream away. 

But your word, O God, is faithful, 

your arm, O Lord, is strong; 

you stand in the midst of nations, 

and you will right the wrong. 

You will feed your flock like a shepherd, 

and fold the lambs to your breast; 

in pastures of peace you’ll lead them, 

and give to the weary rest. 

CHILDREN'S TALK 

Children are invited to join Children's Church after the talk. 
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The whole world waits for Christmas. 

(Light first blue candle) 

Today we light the second candle to show us the way. 

(Light the second blue candle) 

God’s anointed One is coming; the spirit of wisdom is upon him. 
It will shine on our faces, so that we can see each other, and each other’s 
needs. 

Some of us have hard lives as we wait for Jesus to come and bring a world of love 
and justice. 
We can be friends of Jesus and help one another now. 

O God, we hear the crying of all who suffer, 
and we will be your people and care for one another as we move towards your 
coming. Amen. 

WREATH LIGHTING/SONG  Hope Shines As The Solitary Star MV 220 

Peace shines as the solitary star, 
faith is the inner light, 
You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, 
and illumine the pathway home. 

GATHERING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all. And also with you. 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 

secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 

holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

God of justice, 

clear our lives of hatred and despair 

and sow in us seeds of joy and peace; 

so that shoots of hope may spring forth in us 

as we await the coming of the Christ, 

who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (11:1-10). 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 

roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His 

delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 

decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and 

decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of 

his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around 

his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The 

cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 

eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the 

weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on 

all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the 

waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the 

peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.  

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 

Give the King your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the King's Son; 

That he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 
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That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the little hills bring 

righteousness.  

He shall defend the needy among the people; he shall rescue the poor and 

crush the oppressor. 

He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 

He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, like showers that water 

the earth.  

In his time shall the righteous flourish; there shall be abundance of peace till the 

moon shall be no more. 

Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous 

deeds! 

And blessed be his glorious name for ever! and may all the earth be filled with his 

glory.  

Amen. Amen. 

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans (15:4-13). 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May 

the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one another, 

therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that 

Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order 

that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the 

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.  

As it is written, "Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises 

to your name"; and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and again, 

"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him"; and again 

Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him the Gentiles shall hope." May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 

in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. Thanks be to God. 
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GRADUAL HYMN  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning 
   

 

  Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,   
keep your lamps trimmed and burning,   
keep your lamps trimmed and burning,  
the time is drawing nigh.   

GOSPEL READING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew (3:1-12). 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 

"Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near." This is the one of whom the 

prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” Now John wore clothing of 

camel's hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 

honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all 

the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins.  
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But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear 

fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham 

as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water 

for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 

worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 

winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 

wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire." 

The Gospel of Christ.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

ANTHEM (Sing a New Song!)  Prepare the Way of the Lord 

HOMILY 

CREED 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say,  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in 

Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

As the Apostle Paul wrote to the Christian community in Rome, may the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing. On this second Sunday in Advent, we pray 

for peace. For peace in our troubled world, and for peace in our hearts. Help us to 

let go of the hurts, wounds and jealousies that keep us from your love, help us to 
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find the courage to reconcile with those we hold dear, and those we have hurt; help 

us to find peace. God of peace, hear our prayer. 

In our world of plenty, we pray for those in our community who do not have enough; 

enough food, enough shelter, enough money to live, or enough of a community of 

support. Help us to do wondrous things, move us to share what we have, and to love 

our neighbours. God of love, 

hear our prayer. 

We pray for our church and for all people of faith. In our Anglican community we 

remember the parishes of the Central Ottawa Deanery, especially this Sunday Julian 

of Norwich and their priest, Karen McBride. We hold in prayer our Community 

ministries: especially today Center 454. We pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit 

as we prepare to elect a new bishop: for those discerning a call to let their name 

stand for election; for the future candidates; and for members of Synod. God of faith, 

hear our prayer. 

We lift up to you in prayer those seeking healing and those in need. We pray for 

Emily S.; Shari R.; Peter F.; Brian O.; Michael L.; Cinde C.; Rowan C.; Anthony 

R.; Sandy R.; David C.; Lois FB.; John M.; Joyce O.; Josie M.; Kathy L.; Josie 

H.; Kathleen F.; Doris R. and Nora K.. . .and for those we name silently or aloud.  

We remember those who have passed from this life to the next and we pray for those 

who mourn their deaths. God of healing and compassion,  

hear our prayer. 

This week we remember Saint Nicholas, the Bishop of Myra, Miracle worker, friend 

of the poor, and secret gift-giver. May his life be an inspiration for us to serve you 

and to help our neighbours. God of generosity, 

hear our prayer. 

God of peace, hear our humble prayers and help us to serve you in faith and be 

beacons of your presence among us. All this we ask in Jesus’ name, who lives and 

reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; welcoming 

sinners and inviting them to table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 

forgiveness.  

Silence is kept. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are 

truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 

Share a sign of peace while respecting individual preferences. 

OFFERTORY HYMN  People, Look East! The Time Is Near (Vs. 1,2,5) CP 91 

People, look east! The time is near 
of the crowning of the year. 
Make your house fair as you are able, 
trim the hearth and set the table. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the guest, is on the way. 

Furrows, be glad! Though earth is bare, 
one more seed is planted there: 
give up your strength the seed to 
nourish, 

that in course the flower may flourish. 
People look east and sing today: 
Love, the rose, is on the way. 

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth 
Christ who brings new life to earth. 
Set every peak and valley humming 
with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east and sing today: 
Love, the Lord, is on the way.  



MISSAL 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 

God our strength, 

we are nothing without you. 

Receive all we offer you this day 

as you sustain us with your mercy; 

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

May God be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to God our Creator. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, gracious God, 

creator of heaven and earth; 

we give you thanks and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who in the fullness of time came among us in our flesh, 

and opened to us the way of salvation. 

Now we watch for the day when he will come again 

in power and great triumph to judge this world, 

that we, without shame or fear, 

may rejoice to behold his appearing. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels 

and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name. 

(8:00 am - read together) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 

and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

(9:30 am, CP 722) Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,  

heav’n and earth are full, full of your glory. 
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Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes, who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

We give thanks to you, God our Creator, 

for the goodness and love you have made known to us in creation; 

in calling Israel to be your people; 

in your Word spoken through the prophets; 

and above all in the Word made flesh, 

Jesus your Son. 

For in these last days 

you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil 

and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us 

out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, 

out of death into life. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, 

a death he freely accepted, 

our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 

and when he had given thanks to you, 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: this is my body 

which is given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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After supper he took the cup of wine; 

and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, “Drink this, all of you: 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Whenever you drink it, 

do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore according to God’s command, 

we remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in 

glory; 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, 

Lord of all, presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, 

to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ 

and his blood of the new covenant. 

Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 

that we, made acceptable in him, 

may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

In the fullness of time, 

reconcile all things in Christ, 

and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light 

where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 

and the author of our salvation; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, 

almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER 

As our Saviour taught us, let us pray [sing], 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen. 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.  

Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb. 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

With those joining us online, I will lead the Prayer for Spiritual Communion: In union, 

O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy 

Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I 

remember your death, O Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in 

glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I 

implore you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your 

grace and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in 

this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD   CP 745 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace,  

grant us peace. 

Rice wafers are available. Receiving in one kind is receiving the fullness of God’s grace. The 
Common Cup is available for those who wish to receive it. Please Note: Intinction is not allowed. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  Christ the Lord 
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COMMUNION HYMN  Christ the Lord 

Darkness hangs, the world is aching,   
Yearning for the coming light.  
In his rising, hope awaking,  
Love has come to steal the night.  
In our hearts true east we’re facing,   
Toward the coming of our Lord.  
Morning rising, gloom now fleeing;  
Christ returned! His word is true!  
  
As we wait with hope for rescue  
Love descends and all is well.  
Prophets tell, “Your God is with us.  
Heaven’s gift, Emmanuel.”  
He is here, but hid as lowly  
In the poor and mystery.  
Where the bread and wine are offered  
He is Here: our God and King.  
  
Parting clouds reveal his wonder:   
Mighty King in victory.  
Trembling earth and rolling thunder,  
Blazing sun and quaking sea.  
Now he comes, our King, in glory;  
Saints rejoice and darkness flees.  
Rising rays of light his chariot,  
Christ the Lord has made us free.  
  
On us now the Son is shining,   
Lifting us to his embrace.  
Shame is cursed, no more confounding;  
Lift your head and know his face.  
Love incarnate, breath indwelling,  
Now in truth is truth made known.  
We are his and he forever 
Is our God and he alone.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Faithful God, 

we thank you for feeding us with this heavenly banquet. 

Help us always to hear the prophet's call 

to turn our hearts to you; 

in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen. 

DOXOLOGY 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 

ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church 

and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Blessing Song: 

May the Lord rejoice with you, may the Lord bless you, 

and make his face to shine upon you, the God of Heaven loves you. 

SENDING HYMN  Come, O God of All the Earth (Sing Out Earth and Skies) 

   Vs. 1, 2, 5; CP 589 

Come, O God of all the earth: 
come to us, O righteous one; 
come, and bring our love to birth 
in the glory of your Son.  
 
Refrain 
Sing out, earth and skies!  
Sing of the God who loves you! 
Raise your joyful cries! 
Dance to the life around you!  
 

Come, O God of wind and flame: 
fill the earth with righteousness; 
teach us all to sing your name: 
may our lives your love confess. 
Refrain 
 
Come, O Justice, come, O peace: 
come and shape our hearts anew; 
come and make oppression cease: 
bring us all to life in you. Refrain 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
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Join us for refreshments in Steacy Hall for fellowship after the 9:30 a.m. service. 

Readings for Next Sunday, December 14th, 2025 

Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10;James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

  Sharing in our liturgical ministry today at 8:00 am: 

Sidesperson: Ken McMillan 
Readers: Sylvia Shortliffe and Michael Norman 
Liturgical Min: John Merritt 

Sharing in our liturgical ministry today at 9:30 am: 

Sidespeople: Chris Kirch and Mary Michelin 
Readers: Karen Blackie and Ray Van Leeuwen 
Intercessor: Catrina Tapley 
Liturgical Min: Gaétan Haché 
Euch. Mins: Craig Thomas and Stephen Rouble 
Servers: Hannah and Lucy 
Hospitality: Susan Garnham and Michelle Beechinor 

Our Diocesan Prayer Cycle: 

• Our Diocesan Partner: Kairos Ottawa and Saint Paul University  

• The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, Bishop Larry Kochendorfer and 
Bishop Carla Blakley 

Our Anglican (ACC), Lutheran (ELCIC) and Moravian (MOR): 

• ACC The Primate Archbishop Shane Parker and the staff of the Primate’s               
Office of the Anglican Church of Canada 

• ELCIC National Bishop Larrry Kochendorfer and the national staff of the 
Evangelical    Lutheran Church in Canada   

• MOR The Rev. David E. Bennett, President of the Provincial Elders’ 
Conference of the Northern Province of the Moravian Church in America 

Credits: 
All Saints Anglican Church Westboro’s Church CCLI License Number is 11196799 and One License Number is A-728801 
Readings from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible 
Psalm reprinted from A Liturgical Psalter, General Synod 2016 edition, the psalter of the Book of Alternative Services 
emended for contemporary liturgical use. 
Front cover is a design from Canva. 
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Weekly News from All Saints’ Westboro 

December 8th – December 13th 

This Week 

Monday 10:00 am to 1:00 pm  Food Bank 

Tuesday  1:00 pm to 4:00 pm   Food Bank 

Wednesday 9:30 am Quilters Room 7/8 

 10:00 am to 2:00 pm  New-to-You Shop 

 10:30 am Eucharist  Chapel 

Thursday 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm Choir  Church 

 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm   Food Bank 

 4:30 pm to 5:30 pm Centering Prayer Chapel 

Saturday 10:00 am to 2:00 pm   New-to-You Shop 

Upcoming Events 

Christmas Memorial flowers will be posted in the bulletin of Christmas Eve and Christmas 

Day services. Please submit the donation through e-transfer or sealed in an envelope and 

put into the offering plates, with a note that it is designated for memorial flowers. A note to 

the Parish Office with the specific texts to be printed in the bulletin will be appreciated.  

Parking Passes required while parking on church property. To help manage unauthorized 

parking on church property, we are issuing parking passes from the office. After parking your 

car, obtain a pass from the Parish Administrator. There is no need to return it when you leave. 

Our parking is monitored and unauthorized parking will result in one warning and then a ticket.  

Thank you for your understanding. 

Women's Breakfast will meet at Summerhays Restaurant, 1971 Baseline Road, at 9:30 

am on December 15th. Our five minute speaker will be Julie Buvyer who will tell us about 

her recent tour through Tudor England Please join us! 

Westboro Region Food Bank is inviting younger volunteers who may be able to help 

sort food on December 14th as we receive donations from our neighbours and the Advent 

Calendar of Giving. Please contact the Parish Office to let us know your availability. 

Soup for the Soul will meet for soup and conversations on December 21st at 5:30 pm 

in Room 5/6. The group plans to attend the Blue Christmas service together after the 

meal. We wish to offer support for all who have experiencing grief and loss to join us for 

community and support. RSVP with Parish Office or Rev Chung Yan. 
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