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All Saints’ Westboro 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 
 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Celebrant: Dear friends, we gather on the ancestral territory of the 

Anishnaabeg Algonquin, the traditional stewards of the 
lands and waters on which we meet. 

All:      May we walk gently together on this land, seeking 
renewed relationship based on honour, respect, 
and peace. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  O God, Who Gives Us Life  ACS 1086 

O God, who gives us life and breath, 
who shapes us in the womb, 
who guards our lives from birth to death, 
then leads us from the tomb: 
deliver us from fears that kill 
the life we have from you. 
Help us to know your Spirit still 
is making all things new. 

O God, who calls your people out 
to venture and to dare, 
to plumb the bleak abyss of doubt 
and find you even there: 
when we despair in wandering 
through wastes of empty lies, 
refresh us with the living spring 
of hope that never dies. 

O God of covenant and law, 
revealed in cloud and flame, 
your mighty deeds evoke our awe; 
we dare not speak your name. 
Yet we by faith are drawn to you 
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and will your people prove, 
as on our hearts you write anew 
the covenant of love. 

 
CHILDREN'S TALK 

(Children are invited to come forward during the last verse of the Opening 
Hymn. The children may join the Church School following the talk.) 

Celebrant:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

All:           And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, 
All:          to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant:  God of glory, your revelation through Jesus Christ calls 
us into your covenant of love. Enable us now to reflect 
your love, so that barriers erected by sin may be 
broken down, and all people may be drawn to you; 
through him who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 

All:  Amen. 

The First Reading is from  Jeremiah 31:31-34.  
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It 
will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt — a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 
Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of 
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Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or 
say to each other, "Know the Lord," for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

Reader:       Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All:            Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 119:9-16 
9 How can young people keep their way pure? By guarding it 
according to your word. 
10 With my whole heart I seek you; do not let me stray from 
your commandments. 
11 I treasure your word in my heart, so that I may not sin against 
you. 
12 Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your statutes. 
13 With my lips I declare all the ordinances of your mouth. 
14 I delight in the way of your decrees as much as in all riches. 
15 I will meditate on your precepts, and fix my eyes on your ways. 
16 I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word. 

The Second Reading is from Hebrews 5:5-10. 
5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but 
was appointed by the one who said to him,  "You are my 
Son,  today I have begotten you"; 
6as he says also in another place,  "You are a priest forever, 
according to the order of Melchizedek." 
7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and 
supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the one who was able to 
save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent 
submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he 
became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 
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10having been designated by God a high priest according to the 
order of Melchizedek. 

Reader:       Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

GRADUAL HYMN  Your Hand, O God, Has Guided   CP 444 

Your hand, O God, has guided  
your flock from age to age;  
the wondrous tale is written,  
full clear, on every page. 
Our forebears owned your goodness 
and we their deeds record,  
and both of this bear witness: 
one church, one faith, one Lord. 

Your heralds brought glad tidings  
to greatest as to least; 
they bade them rise, and hasten 
to share the royal feast;  
and this was all their teaching, 
in every deed and word,  
to all alike proclaiming  
one church, one faith, one Lord. 

When shadows, thickly falling,  
engulfed the world in night,  
you summoned forth your servants,  
your messengers of light. 
On them and on your people 
your plenteous grace was poured,  
and this was still their message: 
one church, one faith, one Lord. 

And we, shall we be faithless,  
shall hearts fail, hands hang down? 
Shall we evade the struggle 
and cast away the crown? 
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Not so; in God's deep counsels 
some better gift is stored;  
the covenant of promise - 
one church, one faith, one Lord. 

Your mercy will not fail us,  
nor leave your work undone: 
with your right hand to help us, 
your people shall be one; 
and then, by all creation, 
your name shall be adored,  
and this shall be their anthem:  
one church, one faith, one Lord. 

Preacher:  The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 

Preacher:    The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
John 12:20-33. 

All:  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were 
some Greeks. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, and said to him, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." 22Philip went 
and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
23Jesus answered them, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into 
the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it 
bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who 
hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever 
serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant 
be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 
27Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say — 'Father, save 
me from this hour'? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this 
hour. 28Father, glorify your name." Then a voice came from 
heaven, "I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again." 29The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, 
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"An angel has spoken to him." 30Jesus answered, "This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this 
world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I 
am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself." 33He 
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.  

Reader:         The Gospel of Christ. 
All:                Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

HOMILY 

Celebrant:     Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say,  
All:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

One:  As we continue to pray for peace in the world we ask 
that you guide the leaders everywhere to pause and 
put aside their personal ambitions in favour of ones 
that will serve their people. We pray for those 
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affected by war, destruction, famine and natural 
disasters that aid may reach them; bless all health 
and aid workers. Lord in thy mercy, 

All:     hear our prayer. 

One:  Bless all those who have chosen to start a new life in 
Canada a country of many ethnic groups, customs 
and traditions and multifaith that contributes to its 
richness of experience.  May we all practice 
tolerance and respect for each other and so learn to 
be better human beings. Lord in thy mercy,  

All:     hear our prayer.   

One:     In the Anglican Church of Canada we pray for Linda 
our Primate, Christopher our Indigenous Archbishop, 
Anne or Metropolitan and Shane our Bishop; also 
Kathyrn and Chung Yan our clergy together with 
Brian, Pastor of First United.  May their ministries be 
inspiring to all. Lord in thy mercy,   

All:   hear our prayer. 

One:      We remember at this time all who have asked us to 
pray for them 

All:  Linda T.; Alana A.; Kevin A.; Emily S.; Shari R.; 
Peter F.; Michael F.; Brian O.; Michael L.; Cinde 
C.; Mary H.; Véronique S.; Sylvia K.; Charlotte M.; 
Sonia A.; Cedetia P.; Rowan J.; Samia M.; Eric B. 

One:      For those whose names we speak aloud or keep in 
our hearts bless them, their families and caregivers. 
We give thanks for the work of out parish Pastoral 
Team. We also think of those who have died and 
hope that their memories will be a comfort to all who 
mourn. Lord in thy mercy,  

All:        hear our prayer. 

One:      Today is the feast day of St. Patrick who brought 
Christianity to Ireland and the tradition of the wearing 
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of the green which is the shamrock.  He used the 
three leafed clover to explain the Trinity -  God, the 
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit -  the 
three in one and one in three.                                                                                                                                                           
He wrote this prayer – May the strength of God pilot 
us, may the wisdom of God instruct us, May the hand 
of God protect us, may the word of God direct us.  
May thy Salvation O Lord be always ours this day 
and for evermore.   

All:   Amen 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Celebrant:     Dear friends in Christ, 
God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 
he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. 
Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness. 

 Silence is kept. 

 Celebrant:    Most merciful God, 
 All:              we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 

Celebrant:   Almighty God have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
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confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
and keep you in eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All:               Amen. 

PEACE 

Celebrant:    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All:               And also with you. 

OFFERTORY HYMN  He Comes to Us as One Unknown CP 456   
(Tune: CP 455) 

He comes to us as one unknown,  
a breath unseen, unheard; 
as though within a heart of stone,  
or shriveled seed in darkness sown, 
a pulse of being stirred, 
a pulse of being stirred. 

He comes when souls in silence lie  
and thoughts of day depart,  
half-seen upon the inward eye,  
a falling star across the sky  
of night within the heart. 

He comes to us in sound of seas, 
the ocean's fume and foam;  
yet small and still upon the breeze,  
a wind that stirs the tops of trees,  
a voice to call us home.  

He comes in love as once he came 
by flesh and blood and birth;  
to bear within our mortal frame  
a life, a death, a saving name  
for every child of earth. 
 
He comes in truth when faith is grown;  
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believed, obeyed, adored: 
the Christ in all the scriptures shown,  
as yet unseen, but not unknown, 
our Saviour, and our Lord. 

OFFERTORY PRAYER  

Celebrant:  Eternal God, your only Son suffered death upon the 
cross to bring the world salvation. Accept the praise 
and thanksgiving we offer you this day, in the name 
of Jesus Christ the Lord. 

All:               Amen 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Celebrant:  God be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 

Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 
All:  We lift them to God. 

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to our God. 
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Celebrant:  Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven 
and earth, because you bid your faithful people to 
cleanse their hearts and to prepare with joy for the 
paschal feast; that reborn through the waters of 
baptism and renewed in the eucharistic mystery, we 
may be more fervent in prayer and more generous in 
the works of love. Therefore we raise our voices to 
you in praise to proclaim the glory of your name. 

All:   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 
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Celebrant:  We give thanks to you, God, for the goodness and 
love you have made known to us in creation; in 
calling Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 
through the prophets; and above all in the Word 
made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in these last days 
you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, 
you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 
to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out 
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life.  
On the night he was handed over to suffering and 
death, a death he freely accepted, our Lord Jesus 
Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
“ Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.”  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.”  
Therefore, according to his command, 

All:   All we remember his death, we proclaim his 
resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 

Celebrant:  and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
to you, Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine.  
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit 
upon these gifts, that they may be the sacrament of 
the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made 
acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy 
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Spirit. In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in 
Christ, and make them new, and bring us to that city 
of light where you dwell with all your children; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation;  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, 
almighty God, now and for ever. 

All:   Amen 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Celebrant:     As our Saviour taught us, let us pray [sing], 
     (to be read during Sunday 8:00 am and Wednesday 10:30 am)  
All:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the  
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 

 (for 9:30 am to be sung) 
Our Father in heaven hallowed be your holy  
name Your kingdom come your will be done 
In all the earth as in heaven 
Your kingdom come your will be done 
In all the earth as in heaven 
And give to us give us this day 
Our daily bread O Lord we pray 
Forgive our sins as we forgive 
Those who have sinned against us 
And save us in time of trial 
Deliver us from evil 
Yours is the kingdom yours the power 
Yours is the glory now and ever 
Our Father in heaven Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant:  We break this bread, 
All:   Communion in Christ’s body once broken. 

Celebrant :  Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in 
dying. 

All:  If we have died with him, we shall live with him; 
if we hold firm, we shall reign with him. 

Celebrant:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

Celebrant:  With those joining us online, I will lead the Prayer for 
Spiritual Communion: In union, O Lord, with your 
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faithful people at every altar of your Church, where 
the Holy Eucharist is now being celebrated, I desire 
to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember 
your death, O Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I 
await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive 
you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I 
beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. 
Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace and let 
me never be separated from you. May I live in you, 
and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. 

All:            Amen. 

COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMN      As the Grains of Wheat  ELW 465 

         Refrain 
As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 
were gathered into one to become our bread; 
so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
be gathered into one in you. 

As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 
may we share the presence of your love. Refrain 

Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 
when all creation shares this feast with you. Refrain 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Celebrant:  God of tender care, in this eucharist we celebrate 
your love for us and for all people. May we show your 
love in our lives  and know its fulfilment in your 
presence. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

All:   Amen 
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DOXOLOGY 

Celebrant:    Glory to God, 
All:          whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from 
generation to generation, in the Church and in 
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Celebrant:     and the blessing... 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING SONG 

                   May the Lord rejoice with you, 
                    may the Lord bless you, 
                   and make his face to shine upon you, 
                    the God of Heaven loves you. 
 
SENDING HYMN       WE ARE PILGRIMS    VU 595 

We are pilgrims on a journey, 
fellow travellers on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 

Sister, let me be your servant, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 
in the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 

I will weep when you are weeping, 
when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow, 
till we've seen this journey through. 
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When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we've known together 
of Christ's love and agony. 

Brother, let me be your servant, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

DISMISSAL 

LM:                 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All:                 Thanks be to God. 

 
 


