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Zacchaeus’ Sycamore Tree in Jericho, Palestine 
 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL – Trees  
  

This annual program for children, during the 
summer, begins on June 2nd and runs until 
September 1st.  Our theme this year is Trees. 
We will explore bible stories which feature 
trees and also look at the importance of trees 
in our culture, environment, and spiritual life. 
Everyone, including the kindergarten students, 
will meet in Room 7/8 during the usual church 
school time, and we make sure that there is 
something to interest all ages.  
 

Features you might like to note: On August 4th, 
we will learn about famous trees such as Big 
Lonely Doug, the Douglas Fir in B.C. which 
was saved by a man who couldn’t bear to cut 
it down.  If you have information about other 
trees which have made the headlines, let us 
know so that we can include their stories. On 
August 25th, Larry Chop will lead us on a trip 
around Mud Lake ending in a family picnic. 
Linda Privitera will lead a two-Sunday art 
workshop on August 25th and September 1st. 
Our annual party with a gift for each child will 
be on September 1st. Regular Church School 
classes resume on September 8th. 

 

THE CONFIRMATION CLASS  
  

A group of six young people has been learning 
together since March as they prepare for 
confirmation at the Cathedral on June 9th. 
They have been led by Chris Dunn, 
Linda Privitera, Steve Sibbald, Simone 
Hurkmans, Jarret Carty, Connie Smith, Marcie 
Taylor, and Barbara Robertson. Their program 
included a worship service at Temple Israel at 
the kind invitation of Mark Holzman.  
 

Please remember our young people in your 
prayers as they prepare to declare publicly 
their intention to mature as growing Christians. 
They are Zara and Keira, Sadie, Bianca, and 
Cressida, and  David. These are also the 
people who re-painted our labyrinth under the 
direction of Simone, and this has already 
proven to be a benefit to the community.   
 

At a recent half-day retreat, we looked at 
Micah 6:8, (what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God?) and asked the 
candidates to respond to it. Here is the poem 
that Sadie wrote: 
  
 He walks 
 With his head down 
 His eyes see nothing 
 The smell of ignorance in his nose 
 The taste of jealousy on his lips 
 The sound of failure in his ears 
 Maybe if he only looked up 
 He’d see God smiling down at him 
 Arms open 
 But his eyes are closed 
 His ears are clogged 
 He says nothing 
  
 He walks on 
 
 



LABYRINTH REVITALIZATION  
 

 
 

Did you notice something different about our 
outdoor courtyard? On Mothers' Day weekend, 
our six candidates for confirmation got busy 
prepping and painting our courtyard labyrinth 
to make this prayer tool accessible to all who 
use our lovely outdoor space. They did this in 
the context of learning about the Marks of 
Mature Christianity, which include prayer and 
service. A poster describing how to use the 
labyrinth for prayer is also posted outside. 
Looking ahead, we'll be leading the 
confirmands on a labyrinth walk after their 
confirmation, as well as thinking about ways to 
engage our broader Westboro community with 
this ancient prayer and contemplation method. 
 

 
 

MENTAL WELLNESS IN FAMILIES 
 

Life can be stressful for families whose loved 
ones are experiencing some form of mental 
distress. Behavioural challenges are difficult to 
handle. In an effort to provide a forum for 
affected families, we would like to know 
whether you are interested in a group that 
could provide support, information, and peer 
advice in an informal and confidential setting. 

If you have questions or suggestions, please 
contact Barbara Robertson  
 
 
 

THE LUCILLE BYNOE-ROSEMARY 
DEVITT FRIENDSHIP BURSARY 
 
Again this year this bursary will be awarded to 
eligible students who have applied using the 
provided form, have a connection to the parish 
of All Saints’ Westboro, and are registered in a 
post-secondary program of study (study may 
include travel where the program is of a 
consciousness raising and/or educational 
nature). They may be either full-time or part-
time students. They may reapply in 
subsequent years, for a maximum of four 
years of post-secondary study support through 
the bursary. There is no age maximum. The 
Bynoe-Devitt application is available from the 
office by PDF and the deadline this year is 
June 30th. 
 

 
 

Lucille Bynoe presents a 2018 Bursary 
 

SUMMER RENOVATIONS 
Lamar Mason, Chair Joint Property Committee 
 

As everyone is thinking of sunny weather and 
enjoying the outdoors, the members of the 
Joint Property Committee are preparing to 
launch major renovations inside the Church. 
This summer will see a complete renovation of 
both the men’s and women’s washrooms on 
the main floor; flooring, counters, lighting, 
stalls, painting!  We will also be replacing the 
flooring in Steacy Hall and I know everyone 
will be sad to see the broken tiles disappear…. 
just kidding! Another major change will see the 
stage removed and replaced with a new 
enclosed room that is currently planned as a 



new Nursery. Parents have been asking for 
the Nursery to be moved closer to the main 
worship space and this seemed like the time to 
make this change. 
 

The downside of all this wonderful renewal is 
the disruption that comes with it. From 
approximately June 17th to August 9th, workers 
will be demolishing spaces and then putting 
them back together. The main washrooms will 
be out of service for probably 3 weeks (there 
are other washrooms available) and Steacy 
Hall will be a construction zone for most of this 
time. We ask for your patience throughout the 
process. We believe that the end result will 
make all these spaces better for everyone. 
 

 
 

SPRING SALE 
 

Many thanks to everyone who came out on 
Saturday, May 25th to support the Spring Fair 
and the GranAid Perennial Plant Sale. 
GranAid raised $1150.25 for Fikelela, the 
AIDS/ HIV outreach program of the Anglican 
Diocese in Cape Town, South Africa.  
 

There was also $62 raised for the Primate's 
World Relief and Development Fund 
(PWRDF), from the sale of used books. The 
sale of Crafts raised $245, Jams and Jellies 
raised $328 for the church. Thanks again to 
the many people who participated. 

 
 

The Spring Sale was downsized this year 
 

“NO WATER – NO LIFE” 
 

In popular culture, it’s always the lone 
magician we see on stage. In real life, magic 
seems to happen when a large number of 
people — often strangers — come together 
with open minds and open hearts to create 
something new. The May 4th Coffee House, 
held in Steacy Hall on the traditional, unceded 
Algonquin territory, was such a magical 
occurrence. 
 

On a (finally) pleasant spring evening, over 
150 people turned out for the Coffee House. 
We’d planned for 80. The magic of the night 
began with all of you who came to taste and 
buy, hear and learn. Thank you all. 
 

The event was initially designed to introduce 
our parish to Ojibway entrepreneur, Mark 
Marsolais-Nahwegahbow and his year-old 
company Birch Bark 
Coffee Company.  
Selling fair-trade, 
organic coffee 
beans, Mark 
Marsolais-
Nahwegahbow will 
use a portion of the 
sales of Birch Bark 
Coffee Company 
beans to purchase 
water filtration 
systems to be 
installed in 
individual homes in 
Indigenous 
communities that lack safe drinking water. 
Coffee House attendees responded by buying 



every single bean Mark brought, with some 
folks offering to outright pay for a water 
filtration system. 
 

To make the 
evening a true 
1960's-style coffee 
house, we’d sought 
an eclectic mix of 
artistic and cultural 
offerings. We were 
deeply honoured 
that the featured 
performers shared 
their talents with us 
— despite their 
natural and 
historically-rooted 
trepidation in 
dealing with churches.  
 

Grandmother Francine Payer (Anishnaabe 
Kwe elder) taught us that women are the 
water keepers in the Algonquin culture. She 
led a drumming circle, composed of members 
from Alymer and Tunney’s Pasture Drumming 
Groups, in the sacred water songs and 
prayers to open the evening. Later in the 
program, Grandmother Francine read author 
and humourist Thomas King’s pointed poem, 
“Not That Kind of Indian.” She also told us 
about this summer’s Water Walkers’ journey 
from the shores of the St. Lawrence River in 
Gaspé to Victoria Island in the Ottawa River. 
 

Venezuelan poet, 
Adam Guzman Pool, 
performed a stirring 
rendition of his long-
form poem on the 
theme of water — an 
ode to the Ottawa 
River. A man, a 
microphone and his 
words gave us much to 
consider. 
 

Next up was a young 
woman, Makhana 
Guérin, who offered an 

example of hoop dancing. The hoop has a 
deep symbolic meaning in Indigenous 

cultures. It represents the never-ending circle 
of life, the interconnectedness of all creation. 
The hoop dance, aside from its athletic 
requirements, is a form of choreographed 
prayer or story telling seeking restoration to 
the sacred circle of the Creator. Makhana told 
us the first time she tried to ‘hoop’ she felt a 
fire inside her to keep with the sacred dance.  
  

Hoop dancing was just one form of indigenous 
spirituality that was made illegal by the 
Canadian state. Notice Makhana has twelve 
hoops in play at the end of her dance. 
 

Hip hop artist with the stage name of Jah’kota, 
performed three of his compositions for us. A 
dynamic young man of Nakhota and Jamaican 
heritage, Justin was born and raised in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. His songs use positive 
language and gorgeous video images to instil 
pride and encourage progress on the road to 

reconciliation. Justin’s 
goal is to use the 
power of culture, 
music and the arts to 
lift-up and empower 
young people. We 
were treated to his 
song “Indigenize,” that 
he’s performed for the 
Senate of Canada 
and now inspires their 
efforts “to indigenize 



the Senate.” 
 

Jak’hota’s song “Woke” (created as part of 
Trinity Anglican’s Reconciliation project last 
summer) had the largely white-haired crowd 
joining in the chorus. The Woke video was 
partially filmed during a service at Trinity 
Anglican. It included a shawl dancer and a 
jingle dancer, both cultural practices also 
banned under Canadian law. Follow Jak’hota’s 
promising career at: 
https://www.facebook.com/jahkotamusic/ 
 
 

Our final performer, Bear (Theresa) Fox, a 
Mohawk woman from Akwesasne First Nation, 
brought the room to tears and a standing 

ovation. A singer-
songwriter with a 
country-folk vibe, Bear 
Fox’s voice was clear 
and sweet and strong. 
A woman of short 
stature, Bear Fox 
sang unaccompanied 
and commanded the 
attention of the entire 
room. Her songs 
speak of the richness 

of culture, family and love. Bear Fox “began 
writing in Kanienkeha (the Mohawk Language) 
for a women's group, called Kontiwennenhawi, 
which translates to ‘Carriers of the Words.’” 
She told us she takes great pleasure in 
sharing and teaching the Mohawk language to 
children by using traditional songs and her 
own compositions. Visit her website at: 
https://www.bearfoxmusic.com/index/ 
 

To send us off into the beautiful night, 
Grandmother Francine offered prayers and the 
drumming circle sang us home with the 
Travelling Song. 
 

The Coffee House combined the talents of All 
Saints’ Westboro’s Truth and Reconciliation 
Team with those of First United’s Right 
Relations group. Both congregations shared 
the costs of the evening so the event could be 
presented without charge. Many parishioners 
from both congregations provided the vast 
array of desserts we offered alongside Birch 
Bark coffee. Julie Cross perfected her 

bannock-making and it was served with butter 
and donated jams. Volunteers from both 
congregations helped with all the tasks 
necessary for a successful event.   
 

 
 

Part of the magic of May the 4th was breathing 
fresh life into damaged relationships; of 
opening hearts and minds; of sharing culture; 
of extending hospitality and friendship. For 
your part in this step toward reconciliation, 
thank you. 
 

All Saints’ Westboro’s Truth and Reconciliation 
Team are hard at work planning next year’s 
events. Please stay tuned! 
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY – June 9th 
 

In addition to the 6 young people being 
confirmed at the Cathedral on Pentecost 
Sunday, and the gathering of the Red 
Geraniums here at All Saints’, we will also 
have Sue Garvey with us as our preacher at 
the 9:30 service. Sue will be updating us on all 
that has been happening with the 
Cornerstone-Princeton project. 
 

 
 

On Good Friday, 50 children and adults gathered 
for the “Come to the Garden” Holy week event. 



THE PLANETS PROJECT 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Our thanks to Barbara Robertson who 
organized the Planets Project, to the 
numerous parents and teachers who 

helped organize and support our artists, 
and to all our youth who participated in 

creating 46 wonderful planets!! 


